
 

A  town wi thout  a  Band is  not  a  comple te  ent i ty .   

There are  many occas ions when c iv ic  funct ions  o f  one 
sor t  or  another  take p lace where the funct ion has no character 
w i thout  the serv ices o f  a  Band and th is  was rea l ised in 
Master ton one hundred years  ago wi th  the format ion o f  a  
Munic ipa l  Band.   

Throughout  the years ,  the Band has had many ups and 
downs,  but  today is  s t i l l  in  ex is tence and i ts  impor tance to  the 
town is  recognised by the Borough Counc i l  wh i ch annual ly  
makes a  monetary  cont r ibut ion towards main t a in ing  the Band.   

On behal f  o f  the people  o f  Master ton,  I  wou ld l ike  to 
congratu la te  the Band on reach ing i ts  Centenary  and wish i t  
we l l  in  i ts  ce lebra t ions next  year  and for  i ts  cont inued success 
in  the years  ahead.   

N.  S.  TANKERSLEY,  Mayor .   



A hundred years  o f  a lmost  unremi t t ing  endeavour  in  the 
cause o f  band mus ic  for  Master ton has brought  i ts  own reward -  
a  very  f ine  town band,  wel l  equ ipped,  un i formed and housed, 
but  most  impor tant  s t i l l ,  a  band that  is  based deeply  on the very 
hear t  o f  the communi ty .   

Th is  in teres t ing h is tory  br ings out  more than anyth ing 
e lse the fac t  that  our  Munic ipa l  Band is  a  g rand o ld  Master ton 
ins t i tu t ion  w i th  roots  go ing r ight  back to  the very  beg inn ings o f  
the town.   

The Band has succeeded and succeeded splend id ly  
somet imes aga ins t  overwhelming odds.  Sure ly  th i s  must  augur  
wel l  fo r  the fu ture .   

The Master ton Trust  Lands Trust  w i th  whom the Band has  
been c lose ly  assoc ia ted over  the past  century  w ishes i t  we l l  in  
the next  century  and is  p leased to  cont r ibute  to  the pub l ica t ion 
o f  th is  h is tory .   

DONALD THOMPSON,  

Chai rman Master ton Trust  Lands Trust .   



 

The f i rs t  photograph o f  Ted Bragg ins  Band,  the 'Father '  o f  our  
present  Master ton Munic ipa l  S i lver  Band.  

THE MASTERTON MUNICIPAL SILVER BAND ( INC.)  

HISTORY 

The Master ton Munic ipa l  Band a t  present  is  a  far  c ry  f rom 
the band o f  the 1870 's .   

I t  wou ld  appear  f rom research done that  the beg inn ing o f  
the Brass band in  Master ton as  we know i t  today was around  
the years  1873-1874.   

Mr  Ted BRAGGINS ran a  band o f  p layers  o f  severa l  
d i f fe rent  types o f  ins t ruments  inc lud ing a t  least  one f lu te  f rom a 
hote l  a f fec t ionate ly  known as the "Top House"  s i tuated where 
St  Br ides Convent ,  Queen St reet ,  s tands today.   

The band was not  a  uni formed one,  i t  appears  i t  was 
brought  together  apar t  f rom pract ice  f or  the p leasure o f  the  
pub l ic  and p layers  a l ike .   

Mr  Henry  PEARSON was the next  person who took up the  
task  o f  band work in  the town.  Th is  wor thy  gent leman was a  
ta i lo r  in  bus iness on a  s i te  where the Farmers  s tands today.  He  
took on the monumenta l  task  o f  mak ing twenty  un i forms for  the 
band and so PEARSON'S Pr iva te  Brass Band was formed.   

I t  i s  my assumpt ion a t  th i s  po in t  that  the d iv is ion in to  two 
bands began because as records revea l  f rom 1885 or  so 
onward two bands ex is ted;  the Cent ra l  o r  Kur ipun i  band,  
PEARSON'S or  the  Master ton Munic ipa l  Band as  i t  i s  now.   

Because,  i t  i s  apparent  to  the  wr i ter  tha t  a  cer ta in  amount  
o f  fee l ing ex is ted between the two bands f rom th is  t ime on unt i l  
the  ear ly  1900 's .   



Mr Henry  Von KEISENBERG next  appears  as  the leader  
o f  the band and h is  con t r ibut ion was noth ing shor t  o f  amazing,  
because under  h is  conductorsh ip  the band rose  f rom a smal l  
count ry  town band to  a  rea l  contest  fo rce o f  good  mus ic ians.   

Mr  Henry  Von KEISENBERG was a  lead ing conductor  in  
the town who organ ised p ract ica l ly  a l l  the  operas ,  shor t  p lays ,  
conducted both  a  concer t  and dance orchest ra  as  wel l  as  
teach ing the p ianofor te  p ro fess iona l ly .   

The band secre tary  o f  the t ime one C.  H.  ALDRIDGE 
accepted h is  res ignat ion w i th  regre t  on  the 7  October  1899 and  
the commit tee bestowed  on h im the  honour  o f  ' L i fe  Member ' ,  
p robably  the f i rs t  one the band had created.  I t ' s  o f  in teres t  to  
note  that  h is  name does not  appear  on the present  L i fe  
Members  Board.   

I t  was dur ing th is  year  the ins t ruments  o f  incorporat ion  
were f i led  so the band was an incorporated soc ie ty  f rom 1899.   

Mr  W.  H.  CORRIGAN took the band to  i ts  f i rs t  contes t  in  
that  same year  which was he ld  a t  Pa lmers ton North .  I t  w i l l  be  
seen that  the band was now emerg ing,  thanks to  the va luab le  
cont r ibut ion o f  such ded i cated men as Henry  KEISENBERG, as 
a  good mus ica l  combinat ion.   

A  repor t  f rom the Wai rarapa Dai ly  T imes 1899 is wor thy  
o f  note :   

Master ton has no need to  be d isappoin ted wi th  the p lace 
the i r  band obta ined,  as  the i r  per formance was a  most  c red i tab le  
one,  and p leas ing ly  commented on by the pub l ic  and bandsmen 
a l ike .  Probably  on account  o f  Master ton hav ing  no un i form the  
Pa lmers ton papers  d id  not  take k ind ly  to  them and a f ter  the  
f i rs t  se lec t ion the 'T imes '  gave them ra ther  a   

 
Pearsons Pr iva te  Brass Band.  



 

  

The Bandroom, home for  the band for  over  60 years ,  s tands in  
the beaut i fu l  Queen E l izabeth  Par k .  

severe s la t ing and s ta ted  that  the i r  p lay ing was o f  the 'Draught  
Horse '  nature .  St range to  say the judge on ly  p laced them four  
po in ts  beh ind the Wel l ing ton Ga rr ison Band in  th is  se lec t ion .  
One o f  the bandsmen created great  amusement  by 
prominard ing the s t reets  a f ter  the pub l ica t ion o f  the above  
wear ing a  huge be l l  topper  w i th  the words 'Master ton 
C lydesdale '  p lacarded thereon.  (Wai rarapa Dai ly  T imes)  1889 -  
H.  KEISENBERG repor ter?   

Very  scant  record is  avai lab le  o f  the events  o f  the band 
around th is  t ime a l though the Wai rarapa Star  o f  October  1893 
repor ts  a  parade led by  the loca l  f i re  br igade ho ld ing l igh ted  
torches and fo l lowed by a  combined brass band probabl y  
Kur ipun i  and the  Master ton Munic ipa l  fo r  a  benef i t  concer t  fo r  
Mr  John THOMPSON who was ser ious ly  i l l  a t  the t ime.   

Mr  Von KEISENBERG was respons ib le  for  th is  venture  
and both  newspapers o f  the town record w i th  great  super la t ives  
the success o f  th is  venture .   

Mr  J .  J .  COSGROVE an outs tand ing p layer  o f  the 
Bar i tone was a  pup i l  o f  Mr  KEISENBERG and he t ra ined h im 
and indeed accompanied h im on the p iano in  h is  successfu l  b id  
a t  the Nor th  Is land Contest  a t  Master ton in  1903.  Mr  
COSGROVE won the Bar i tone so lo  and was  there fore  one o f  the  
f i rs t  o f  many great  so lo is ts  who have passed through the band.   

Before  d ismiss ing the Pa lmers ton Nor th  contest  i t  i s  
impor tant  to  note  tha t  th is  was on ly  the second band contest  
he ld  in  N.Z.  as  far  as  the wr i te r  can make out  an d our  band 
s tar ted for  the f i rs t  t ime a t  i t ,  and in jus t  four  years  the band 
fe l t  s t rong enough,  and capable  enough to  s tage a  major  
contest  in  the town.   



The band a lso had a  set  o f  un i forms a f fec t ionate ly  known 
as the 'O ld  Bot t le  Green ' .  I t  was a  grand so r t  o f  un i form ornate  
w i th  bra id  and r ibbons and the cap was o f  the p i l l  box s ty le  w i th  
a  peaked f ront .   

Inqu i r ies  revea l  that  the  newly  formed Master ton Trust  
Lands Trust  made a  gran t  o f  £25 o r  $50 towards  the cost  o f  the  
band un i forms.  Th is  grant  was made  in  the year ended March 
1901.   

I t  wou ld  be fa i r ly  ev iden t  that  when the grant  was made 
the band must  a l ready have purchased the un i forms making the  
un i form of  the band a  la te  1900 or  ear ly  1901 v in tage.   

The year  ended 31st  March 1900 saw the Trust 's  f i rs t  
g rant  to  the band o f  £114 or  $228,  a  substant ia l  g rant  even by 
today 's  s tandards,  towards the purchase o f  a  set  o f  
ins t ruments ,  there fore  i t  i s  fa i r ly  sa fe  to  assume that  the band 
must  have par ted f ina l ly  w i th  the o ld  bor rowed,  and second 
hand set ,  that  they must  have s t rugg led wi th  through the i r  f i rs t  
24 to  25 years .   

The cont r ibut ion o f  the  Master ton Trust  Lands Trust  
th rough the years  toward the band and contest ing amounts  to  
$3,772,  an e f for t  wor thy  o f  the gra t i tude o f  a l l  bandsmen and 
people  w i th  a  rea l  love o f  fos ter ing brass band mus ic  w i th in  our  
town.   

Harmony between  the South  Band or  Kur ipun i  Band must  
have been genuine a l though hearsay has i t  tha t  r i va l ry  between  
the two bands was very  rea l .  A f ter  the Master ton Band had had 
f ive  years  use out  o f  the i r  un i forms they passed them onto  the 
South  Band and there fore  they d id  not  leave the  town.   

An o ld  bandsman has to ld  the wr i te r  o f  how the  band used 
to  have l igh t  fo r  the i r  s t reet  parades in  those days.  He a t  f ive  
or  s ix  years  o f  age,  a long wi th  e leve n or twe lve o ther  l i t t le  
boys,  were g iven s tone  beer  bot t les  comple te  w i th  w ick  and  
kerosene and each boy was p laced a t  a s t ra teg ic  spot  amid the 
band and o f f  they set  f l i cker ing the i r  way mus ica l ly  down Queen 
St reet .  The bandsman concerned d id  th is  for  th e South  Band so 
no doubt  th is  was the accepted mode o f  l igh t ing for  the town  
band a lso.   

The s ight  o f  the band approach ing,  p lay ing,  f l i cker ing,  
and smoking,  must  have been one to  beho ld .  I t  i s  no wonder  
un i forms d id  not  las t  long those days,  what  a  for tun e the dry  
c leaners  would  have made had they been in  bus iness then.   

Mr  F .  W.  G.  McLEOD who ran a  "Sta t ionery  and Mus ic  
Empor ium"  and was a lso agent  for  "Barbers  Dye Works"  o f  
Queen St reet ,  Master ton was the conductor o f  the town band 
when the 6 th  Nor th  Is land contest  was he ld  in  Master ton in  
1903.   

Mr  Chas H.  ALDRIDGE was the band secre tary  and a lso a 
member  o f  the Execut ive  o f  the Nor th  Is land Brass Bands 
Assoc ia t ion.  Mr  F .  HUNN who was the band 's  Drum Major ,  and 
a  very  s t r ik ing  fe l low f rom h is  photographs  wi th  s l ick  ha i r  and a  
'K i tchener '  moustache.  These men a long wi th  a  loca l  commit tee 



which cons is ted o f ,  amongst  o thers  H is  Worsh ip  the Mayor  Mr  
HOLLINGS,  Mr  D.  CASELBERG, and a  Rev.  P.  G.  W.  EAREE,  i t  
i s  hard  to  imagine a  parson in  the band wor ld ,  but  the se are  the  
fac ts  o f  our  h is tory .   

Th is  commit tee took on the monumenta l  task  o f  s tag ing a 
f ive  day contest  in  our  town f rom the 2n d to  the 6 th  o f  February 
1903.  What  a  contest  i t  was to  be,  no lesser  a  personage that  
the great  J .  Ord HUME Esq.  o f  Ed inburgh  was inv i ted to  judge 
a t  i t .  He was,  and  I  quote ,  the 1903  Of f ic ia l  Programme,  "Chie f  
Ad jud icator  in  the Uni ted K ingdom f rom 1894 to  1901 inc lus ive,  
over  200 contests  be ing judged by h im dur ing that  per iod. "   

Accord ing to  the wr i te r ,  that  makes a  to ta l  o f  28 contests  
a  year  a t  least ,  o r  bet ter  than one contest  every  two weeks,  
some ef for t  you wi l l  agree.   

The pr ize  l is t  was dec ided on:   
£100 or  $200 p lus  25 s i l ver  medals  w i th  a  go ld  medal  fo r  

the conductor  -  1s t  pr ize .  
£50 or  $100 2nd pr ize .   
£25 or  $50 -  3rd  pr ize .   
£15 or  $30 -  4 th  pr ize .   
£10 or  $20 -  5 th  pr ize .   
One B f la t  cornet  presen ted by  Hawke & Sons,  London -  

6 th  pr ize .   

The Handsome Besson Chal lenge Shie ld  va lued a t  £50 or  
$100 wi l l  be  he ld  for  the year  by  the band wi th  the h ighest  
aggregate  in  bo th  se lec t ions and for  mus ic  in  the Grand Mi l i ta ry  
Quicks tep compet i t ions.  The Wanganui  Garr ison were the 
cur rent  ho lders  a t  the t ime.  A go ld  mounted Ebony Baton  

 

F.  W.  G.  Mcl .eods 1903 band.  Note  the mascot  "Roy"  who has a  
medal  too.  



The Garden Par ty ,  Master ton Park ,  1903.  Note  the  fence in  
f ront  o f  the grandstand which has long s ince gone,  a l though the 

s tand is  s t i l l  In  use.  

va lued £5/5 /0  or  $10.50  and donated by  Chass Begg & 
Co,  Dunedin  was to  be  p resented to  the  Conducto r  o f  the  band 
wi th  the H ighest  po in ts  i n  both  tes t  se lec t ions.  A l l  the  above 
has been quoted f rom the o f f ic ia l  l i s t  o f  pr izes in  the  
programme,  and the se lec t ions were:   

F i rs t  Test :  "Le Domino Noi r "  (SWIFT)   

F ina l  Test :  "Un Bal lo  in  Maschera"  (HUME).   

I t  was a t  th is  contest  that  Mr  J .  J .  COSGROVE won the 
bar i tone so lo  and Mr  J .  Ord HUME was the judge.   

J .  J .  COSGROVE was born in  Napier  on the 29 February  
1872 and jo ined the band a t  the age o f  twe lve.  The wr i te r  was  
ab le  to  speak wi th  h is  young bro ther  who was in  1971 in  h is  
88th  year  and  he sa id  that  there  were f ive  COSGROVE boys 
and they p layed for  a  whi le  in  the Woodv i l le  Brass Band.  J .  J .  
le f t  Master ton and became Bandmaster  o f  the Waipawa Brass  
Band f rom 1905.  Whi ls t  he was in  Master ton  he worked for  
Corad ine and Whi t taker  but  la ter  b ecame a bus iness par tner  
w i th  a  Mr  MOLLOY in  Waipawa.   

Another  bro ther  J im COSGROVE p layed for  the Car ter ton 
Band for  a  number  o f  years  and he la ter  went  to  Napier  where  
he p layed for  the Por t  Ahur i r i  Band.   

Mr  J .  COSGROVE of Wanganui  who supp l ied the wr i t e r  
w i th  the above in format ion a lso p layed for  the band whi ls t  i t  
was the 17th  Ruahine  Regimenta l  Band and reca l l s  re turn ing  to  
Master ton and p lay ing  a t  ANZAC  day serv ices and t rave l l ing  
w i th  the band to  Feathers ton to  take par t  in  th e i r  ANZAC day 
parade and then re f reshments  a t  the f i re  s ta t ion a f terwa rds.   



The contest  was a  great  success for  the  Master ton Band 
who ga ined 2nd p lace in  the qu icks tep  p lay ing the march  
'R imutaka ' .  The event  was he ld  a t  the o ld  A  & P Showgrounds 
now the s i te  o f  the Wai ra rapa Co l lege p lay ing f ie lds .   

The judges comments ,  and as comments  go,  as  w i l l  be  
seen la ter  in  th is  h is to ry  are  conc ise,  cu t t ing ,  c r i t ica l ,  but  
const ruc t ive ,  were:   

"Opens wel l ,  bu t  ragged in  the un ison a t  bars  7 ,  8 ,  and 9 .   

Soon a l l  r igh t .  S teady p lay ing and we l l  tuned.  The bass 
so lo  p lays  wel l ,  t r io  opens very  wel l .  A  good per formance here,  
Soprano is  very  good.  A l l  p lay ing very  n ice ly .  Opening is  aga in  
good,  except  fo r  the  bad un isons,  wh ich shou ld  be  much l igh ter .  
Cornets  a l l  p lay  wel l  espec ia l ly  the t r io  w i t h  tenors .  Trombones 
are  now a t r i f le  overdone in  open ing,  but  beaut i fu l ly  together  in  
p iano por t ion.  A very  f ine  per formance.  A l i t t le  roughness in  the 
un ison was the ch ie f  fau l t ,  but  in  o the r  ways a  f ine  per formance 
and genera l ly  we l l  tuned.  Mus ic  marks  7 2. "   

The winners  were as  fo l lows:   

Wanganui  Garr ison -  151 po in ts ,  1s t .  Master ton  -  143  
po in ts ,  2nd.  Wel l ing ton Garr ison –  142½poin ts ,  3rd .   

A l l  w i l l  agree that  th is  per formance by our  band was 
noth ing shor t  o f  marve l lous when one rea l izes  a l l  the  work  tha t 
they had to  do as "hosts"  fo r  the contest  as  wel l  as  compet ing.  
Just  a  note  in  pass ing,  the wr i te r  has  in  h is  possess ion the 
programme of  th is  contest  and i t  is  o f  in teres t  to  note  that  in  
every  par ty  and so lo  event  a t  the 1903 con test  the Master ton  
Band was represented,  a  t remendous feat  fo r  a  smal l  count ry  
town band.   

The f ina l  championsh ip  po in ts  for  the contes t  were 
announced and Master ton ga ined 6 th  p lace and wi th  i t  the  B 
F la t  cornet  presented by Hawke and Son,  London.  The wr i te r  
wonders  what  has become of  th is  cornet  today .   

I  ment ioned the comments  o f  the ad jud icator  in  the band 
events  and I  w i l l  now present  the comment  g iven in  one o f  the 
so lo  events .  I  am led to  be l ieve that  these are  now qu i te  
famous a l though the comments  o f  the p layer  on recept ion o f  the 
repor t  were never  recorded.  Af ter  read ing  them bandsmen wi l l  
no  doubt  rea l ize  why.  I  quote :   

"Andant ine"  -  A  lack  o f  tone and express ion is  a t  once 
noted.  Cadenza -  Very  moderate  espec ia l ly  the  second one,  
wh ich cou ld  hard ly  c rawl  out  o f  the  be l l  o f  the  ins t rument  a t  the  
c lose.  Andant ino -  Very  dead,  dead,  dead!  Cadenza -  Tame and 
qu i te  un in teres t ing.  No tone,  no insp i ra t ion.  Thema -  The same 
fau l t .  No tone.  Many par ts  o f  the so lo  are  too weak to  leave the 
ins t rument ,  and they  remain  in  the  tube and  spo i l  the  chance o f  
o ther  notes  escap ing doom. Cadenza -  L ike  an echo on ly .   

Var .  1  -  Good tempo,  good but  very  consumpt ive .   

Var .  I I  -  No express ion a t  a l l ,  and i t  jus t  sounds to  me l ike  
someone hav ing a  qu ie t  midn ight  rehearsa l  underneath  the bed 



wi th  a  wet  b lanket  over  h imsel f  so  that  no one  can hear  h im.  
Adaj io  Sostenuto :  A comple te  absence o f  sou l :  No insp i ra t ion 
whatever .  I  on ly  w ish I  had on ly  one hour 's opportun i ty  to  g ive  
th is  p layer  a  lesson on tone product ion.  The ta lent  is  most  
assured ly  there ,  but  i t  i s  a t  present  la tent  in  so lo  p lay ing.  A 
so lo is t  shou ld  be ak in  to  a  great  s inger  who has to  p lease a  
cr i t ica l  aud ience as wel l  as  a  cr i t ica l  judge.  Express ion in  
mus ic  is  l i ke  express ion in  speech!  and mus ic ,  l i ke  speech,  is  
noth ing w i thout  express ion.   

"We unders tand that  Mr  E l i  SMITH in tends present ing a  
go ld  medal  to  Mr  J .  Ord  HUME, Judge a t  the band contest  in  
recogni t ion  o f  h is  ab le  se rv ices in  that  capac i ty .  The medal  w i l l  
be  on v iew in Mr  E. DOUGALLS shop window th is  a f ternoon,  Mr  
DOUGALL be ing the maker  o f  the medal " .  Master ton Dai ly  
T imes,  February  1903.   

I  wonder  i f  the  p layer  whose repor t  appears  above  
endorsed Mr  E l i  SMITH's  sent iments .   

Mr  J .  Ord HUME at  the conc lus ion o f  the contest  assured 
the bandsmen that  a  band to  v is i t  the  "Old  Count ry"  would  be a  
great  f inanc ia l  and mus ica l  success,  h is  pred ic t ions proved 
cor rec t  and the "H inernoa"  band as i t  was ca l led  was the f i rs t  o f  
severa l  New Zealand bands to  v is i t  overseas .  For  the f i rs t  band  
to  v is i t  Eng land a  Master ton p layer  was chosen ,  a  Mr  H.  
DIXON.  

The next  contest  was he ld  in  Pa lmers ton Nor th  in  1904,  
Master ton ga ined 4 th  p lace in  the tes t  se lec t ion which was  
"Beaut ies  o f  Wagner" .  The band that  year  a lso ga ined 4 th  p lace 
in  the aggregate .  In  the qu icks tep that  year  the band were  
p laced 3rd ,  g iv ing them 2nd p lace for  the Besson Chal lenge  
Shie ld .   

A t  the above contest  Mr  J .  DIXON rece ived 109  po in ts  
and went  on to  w in  a  so l i d  go ld  medal  and  the bar i tone so lo .  Mr  
C.  MAHER ga ined 1  s t  p lace in  the Monster  Bass  sect ion as  i t  
was then ca l led,  mind you,  the name somet imes even now,  
would  be qu i te  apt .  Mr  R.  J .  YOUNG who was Ia ter  to  become 
conductor  o f  the band was p laced 2nd wi th  105 po in ts .  One  
po in t  beh ind the leader  Mr  G.  W.  HUTCHINSON who a lso  
competed in  the t rombone sect ion and was i n  the la ter  years  to  
ga in  the d is t inc t ion o f  be ing the "Grand Old  Man"  o f  the band  
who he ld  the band together  throughout  the d i f f icu l t  years  o f  the  
2nd Wor ld  War .   

The drum major  a t  the Pa lmers ton Nor th  Contest  was a  
Mr  BLANE who was compl imented on the ma nner  in  which the  
band was turned out .   

The wr i te r  has d iscovered that  Mr  F .  W.  G.  McLEOD a 
conductor  o f  the band f rom 1900 to  1911 was in  fac t  a  member 
o f  the same band that  v is i ted Br i ta in  in  1903 -04 and that  wh i ls t  
the band was in  the Br i t ish  Is les ,  the  conducto r  L t .  HERD,  
conductor  o f  the Wel l ing ton Garr ison Band dec ided to  set t le  
there  and the members o f  the "H ine moa"  band e lec ted Mr  
McLEOD as the i r  conductor  fo r  the remainder  o f  the tour .  The  
band then had the d is t inc t ion o f  hav ing two members  in  the f i rs t  



pioneer  Nat iona l  Band.  Th is  t rad i t ion  was to  fo l low unbroken 
wi th  each success ive Nat iona l  Band except  the 1970 one when 
Mr  D.  CARMEN was nominated 1s t  reserve.   

1905 saw Auck land chosen as the venue for  the contest  
and our  band appeared to  be wel l  p laced a t  th is  contest .   

In  1906 the band at tended the Nelson Carn iva l  
ce lebra t ions and contest .  A t  th is  contest  the band was one 
po in t  beh ind Dennis ton in  the 1s t  tes t  w i th  94 po in ts .   

Master ton won the qu icks tep wi th  148 ¼ po in ts .  In  the  
aggregate  our  band  was p laced 1st  w i th  247 ½ po in ts  and  
Dennis ton 2nd wi th  243.  A fa i r ly  good win  by  any s tandard.   

A  br ie f  note  f rom the da i l y  paper .  I  quote :   

"On the way to the Master ton Rai lway Sta t ion,  on 
Saturday las t  a  lady in  Pine St reet  (now Perry  St reet )  th rew an 
o ld  s l ipper  a t  the band in  a  manner to  ind icate  her good wishes, 
wh ich the band fu l ly  rec iprocated.  Then,  when down the va l ley  
a  neat  parce l  was  handed to  conductor  Mr  McLEOD. Everyone 
was eager  to  see  i ts  con tents ,  wh ich toge ther  w i th  a  note  f rom 
conductor  REES,  o f  the Grey town Band,  expressing the i r  good  
wishes,  were neat ly  packed horse -shoes,  done up in  the band 's  
co lours .  These k ind ly  ac t ions a l l  he lp  to  encourage the boys 
and they now have the emblem hanging in  the i r  prac t ice  room" .   

I t  i s  obv ious that  suppor t  fo r  the band was very  rea l  in  
those days and one can sense a  note  o f  d is t r ic t  p r ide in  the  
Band as i t  sa l l ied  fo r th  to  the South  Is land Contest .   

Some so lo is ts  who d id  wel l  a t  that  contes t  were:   

Tenor  Horn:  1s t .  W.  NORMAN 

Euphonium:  3rd ,  A.  RUSSELL 

Monster  Bass:  1  s t ,  MAHER  

Trombone:  2nd,  R.  J .  YOUNG 

E F la t  Bass:  2nd,  H.  DIXON  

Sop.  Cornet :  3 rd ,  S.  SIMPSON  

The band rece ived a  c i v ic  send o f f  by  the Mayor  and 
Counc i l lo rs  o f  Ne lson,  the band boys be ing smothered wi th  bon  
bons.   

I t  i s  in teres t ing to  note  the rea l  keeness for  mus ic  o f  the  
t ime,  a  note  in  the da i ly  paper  by  "Moderato"  who inc identa l ly  
by  h is  pat r io t ic  band lean ing was no doubt  a  member  o f  the  
band,  in forms us that  an orchest ra  w i th in  the band had been 
formed compr is ing no less  than 17 me mbers ,  amongst  whom 
was the name of  F .  HUNN the Drum Major  who p layed the  
'Ce l lo ' .  The wr i te r  f inds  i t  hard  to  imagine any  o f  the drum 
majors  o f  h is  era  wei ld ing a  'ce l lo '  as  wel l  as  a  mace,  none the 
less  th is  was the case.   

I t  was around th is  t ime that  th e band s ta r ted one o f  i ts  
severa l  name changes.  The band were accord ing to  the "N. l .  



Gazet te"  sworn in  as  the reg imenta l  band o f  the 5 th  Ruahine  
Ri f les  Vo lunteers .  "Moderato"  aga in  repor ts  that  one dr i l l  
parade is  he ld  per  week and a f ter  the requ i red numbe r  o f  dr i l l  
parades Surgeon Capta in  COOK would  ins t ruc t  the  men in  
s t re tcher  dr i l l  and ambulance work .  He hastens to  add " I  
be l ieve i t  is  not  in tended to  a l together  drop the o ld  t i t le  o f  
Master ton Munic ipa l ,  fo r  var ious loca l  and contest ing 
purposes" .   

I t  looks to  the wr i te r  as though the above move was a 
very  d ip lomat ic  one,  because as records show un i forms and  
ins t ruments  were get t ing  fa i r ly  worn and  by th is  "pat r io t ic "  
venture  the band cou ld  look to  the government  for  a  l i t t le  
ass is tance towards the main tenance o f  the band.   

Dur ing the year  under  cons idera t ion a  repor t  is  g iven o f  
the band 's  for tn ight ly  concer ts  he ld  in  the band ro tunda.  The  
se lec t ion p layed a t  one such p layout  was the grand se lec t ion 
"Wi l l iam Te l l "  -  Ross in i ,  the  march "Mar ine Art i l le ry"  -  W. 
RIMMER, "Aust ra las ian"  -  W.  RIMMER and the t rombone so lo  
"Death  o f  Ne lson"  -  BRAHAM. The present  bands exper ience o f  
p layouts  in  the 'concre te  ed i face '  in  the park  makes one wonder  
a t  the ca l ib re  o f  our  forebearers ,  how they surv i ved wind and  
co ld  tw ice a  for tn ight  in  th is  Coronat ion monument .   

1907 was the year  o f  the great  Chr is tchurch  Exh ib i t ion  
the forerunner  o f  many  such events  and the fa ther  o f  our  
present  day t rade fa i r  and such l ike  exh ib i ts .   

An exc i t ing  feature  o f  th is  exh ib i t ion  bes ides the band 
contest  was "Wests  Mov ing P ic tures" .  I  quote :  "Wests  mov ing  
p ic tures  have been on exh ib i t ion  a t  ha l f  hour  i n terva ls  da i ly  
s ince the exh ib i t ion  opened,  in  the  smal l  ha l l  known as the  
Cast le  Theat re ,  were shown for  the 1 ,107th  consecut ive  t ime  
th is  even ing.  Mr  WEST has now put  th rough one and a  ha l f  
mi l l ion  feet  o f  f i lms,  or  over  285 mi les ,  and some twenty  four  
mi l l ion  photographs have,  he s ta tes ,  been pro jec ted on the 
screen.  He c la ims that  th is  is  a  wor ld 's  record,  and l ike ly  to  
s tand for  some t ime"  unquote .  Poor  Mr  WEST,  l i t t le  d id  he know 
that  w i th in  25 years  the  marathon mov ies  such as 'Gone wi th 
the Wind ' ,  'The Ten Commandments '  e tc  would  be here in  a l l  
the i r  long record break ing g lory .   

Twenty  s ix  bands entered for  the exh ib i t ion  contest  
inc lud ing Newcast le  C i t y  (N.S.W.) .  The winn ing band was 
Kaikora i ,  Dunedin ,  w i th  363 to ta l  po in ts .  The Master ton band 
ga ined 7 th  p lace a t  th is  great  contest  and inc luded in  th is  was 
2nd p lace in  the Quicks tep.   

The recept ion a t  the Master ton Rai lway Sta t ion was 
noth ing shor t  o f  hero ic .   

As the t ra in  drew in to  the s ta t ion the Master ton South  
Band p layed "See the conquer ing hero comes"  a f ter  wh ich the 
South  Band p layed the band to  the Post  Of f ice  where a  la rge 
crowd was wai t ing .   

Mr  F .  W. G.  McLEOD spoke and thanked eve ryone for 
the i r  we lcome and ca l led  three cheers  for  the South  Band.  Mr  



A.  W.  HOGG, M.H.R. ,  the member  for  Master ton spoke in  
eu log is t ic  te rms about  the band 's  per formance then ca l led three  
cheers  for  the boys.   

The South  Band had by  now obta ined  a  degree  o f  mus ica l  
ab i l i ty  and had been f i t ted  out  in  un i forms,  these be ing the o ld  
bot t le  green o f  the town band.  Th is  t ransac t ion took p lace  
around 1905.  The fac t  that  the Trust  Lands Trust  had put  up the 
money for  the o ld  un i forms made i t  a  w ise dec is ion that  th e  
South  Band shou ld  have them,  thus keep ing the un i forms wi th in  
the town.   

As far  as  the wr i te r  can ascer ta in  i t  was a f ter  the 
Exh ib i t ion  Contest  that  the Borough Counc i l  saw f i t  to  prov ide  
the band wi th  i ts  present  band room.   

At  a  funct ion to  mark  an ann ual  band reun ion Counc i l lo rs  
McEWEN, EWINGTON, MORRIS and HOAR, a l l  re fer red to  the  
good serv ices the  band rendered the pub l ic .  The sacr i f ices  the  
bandsmen made and conc luded by say ing that  i t  was on ly  r igh t  
that  the ra tepayers  shou ld  supp lement  the i r  e f fo r ts  w i th  a  
su i tab le  bandroom.  

Th is  contest  was to  mark  the peak for  the band for  a  
whi le  and as can be seen a l l  the  e f for ts  o f  the Conductor  and 
bandsmen had been wel l  wor thwhi le .   

The band had not  on ly  bu i l t  up  to  a  f i rs t  c lass  contest  
band but  had a lso ga ined  t remendous pub l ic  suppor t .   

 

Flanked by the L i fe  Members  Board are  those who served the i r  
count ry  f rom the band and severa l  who made the supreme 

sacr i f ice .  

 



  

"Roy"  Of f ic ia l  Mascot  o f  the Band.  

The wr i te r  s t i l l  meets  o ld  peop le  who speak wi th  grea t  
awe and reverence about  the "F .  W.  G.  McLEOD band" .   

A  band mascot  around the era  was a  crossbred Col l ie  
named Roy who in  1903 was seen in  a  un i form of  Bot t le  Green 
and go ld ,  and th is  dog appears  to  have ga ined pr ide o f  p lace in  
a t  least  severa l  o f  the o ld  bandsmen's  hear ts  as  they saw f i t  to 
have a  photograph ic  s tudy made o f  Roy and h is  p i c ture  s t i l l  has  
a  p lace o f  pr ide in  the present  bandroom.  

The dog is  s tand ing wi th  forepaws on the o ld  rope tens ion 
drum wi th  the Master ton Band in i t ia ls  pa in ted on  i t .   

The wr i te r  has d iscovered a  ra ther  amusing inc ident  
regard ing the g i f t  o f  the  present  band room.  I t  appears  that  
when the band was g iven the Old  Tea K iosk as i t  was or ig ina l ly ,  
the Counc i l  o f  the day e i ther  d idn ' t  know or  d idn ' t  te l l  the  band 
that  the mor tgage was not  c leared and i t  was not  unt i l  1925 
when the band ran a  most  successfu l  carn iva l  wh ich inc luded  
the use o f  l igh ted Gondolas  on the park lake f rom which the 
band p layed,  that  they were ab le  to  c lear  the indebtness on the 
bu i ld ing.   



The Master ton Trust  Lands Trust  to  whom grea t  c red i t  
shou ld  be due,  ass is ted f inanc ia l ly  each  year  w i th  the cost  o f  
runn ing the band and indeed a t  the t ime,  the South  band,  and  
an in teres t ing fac t  now appears ,  the grants  were more to  the 
South  Band than to  the town b and in  the per iod under  rev iew 
1907 to  1913.   

In  the year  1912,  a  most  i ra te  secre ta  ry  wrote  to  the 
Trust  and po in ted out  amongst  o ther  th ings:  " I t  is  the a im and 
ob jec t  o f  every  member to  make the band e f f ic ient  and a  cred i t  
to  the town,  and th is  can on l y  be a t ta ined by engaging a  
conductor  a t  a  sa lary  that  is  imposs ib le  for  us  to  pay under  the 
present  c i rcumstances" .  The secre tary  was Mr  W.  R.  
ANDREWS, and the p lea was not  in  va in ,  the Trust  saw f i t  to  
rep ly  w i th  a  le t ter  ask ing the band jus t  what  they h ad done in  
the year  under  rev iew.  There fo l lows a  ser ies  o f  in teres t ing 
le t ters  set t ing  out  when and where the band had p layed and as  
qood bandsmen they tossed in  the fac t  that  they had p layed In  
Hal l  S t reet  fo r  the Master ton P ic ture  Company.  Th is  o f  cours e 
"put  the cat  amongst  the p iqeons"  so to  speak  as the Trust  
immedia te ly  wanted to  know i f  the  band had been pa id  for  the  
P ic ture  engagement .   

Mr  HATHAWAY the secre tary  o f  the band rep lac ing Mr 
ANDREWS sta tes :  " I  am in  rece ip t  o f  yours  o f  the 23rd Sept .  
1913 and in  rep ly  have to  s ta te  that  we were not  pa id  for  the 
per formances you ment ioned" .  I t  looks as  though the band 
hoped to  get  pa id  for  the p ic ture  job but  missed out  so  hoped to 
reap the benef i t  o r  a t  least  par t  o f  f rom the Trust  co f fers .  
Sounds fami l i a r  tac t ics  even by todays s tandards.   

I  am sure you would  agree.   

On Fr iday 5  January  1907,  the Master ton  band moved in to  
i ts  present  bandroom, there fore  the band has been in  the i r  
rooms some 65 years ,  a  very  good e f for t  indeed.   

Bandmaster  HUTCHINSON proposed that  the commit tee 
wr i te  to  the  Borough Counc i l  o f fer ing  to  se l l  the  o ld  band s hed  
for  the pr ince ly  sum of  £15 or  $30.  Th is  bu i ld ing was s i tuated 
where 2ZD s tands today and once housed the f i re  br igade.   

On Apr i l  the  26th  o f  the same year bes ides the 
presenta t ion o f  a  marb le  c lock  to  a  bandsman who was to  
marry .  Conductor  McLEOD and Drum Major  HUNN were both 
presented wi th  walk ing s t icks  for  the i r  e f for ts  in  the contest  jus t  
past .  Today such a  g i f t  wou ld  be made ra ther  tongue in  cheek.   

The fo l lowing month Bandmaster  HUTCHINSON moved 
that  the Kur ipun i  band be a l lowed to  have the o ld  band shed a t  
the ra te  o f  10/ -  per  week or  $1 to  be pa id  in  advance and that  
they a lso pay for  the i r  own gas.  Carr ied.   

In  June 1907 a  meet ing o f  bandsmen in teres ted in  the  
format ion o f  an orchest ra  w i th in  the band was he ld  and the new 
orchest ra  dec ided to  prac t ice  on Monday even ings,  then break 
and re form for  band pract ice .   

Amongst  the names o f  foundat ion members  were men who 
were to  la ter  g ive  o f  the i r  mus ica l  ab i l i t ies  not  on ly  w i th in  th i s  



band but  to  the Amateur  Theat r ica ls  and mus ica l  lovers  o f  the  
town.   

The band commit tee o f  the day had s tar ted negot ia t ions 
to  secure a  Borough Counc i l  g rant  and le t ters  were d ispatched 
and rep l ies  rece ived f rom bands a t  Napier,  Wanganui ,  
Wel l ing ton and Por t  Chalmers ,  regard ing the i r  respect ive  
Borough Counc i l  g rants .   

Secretary  MAHER a bass p layer  and Sergeant  o f  the band 
had a  great  scheme to  up l i f t  the  apprec ia t ion o f  the ar ts  by  
propos ing a  compet i t ion  which cons is ted o f  Essays,  or ig in a l  
le t ters ,  or ig ina l  s tor ies  and or ig ina l  poems.  The scheme a lso 
inc luded speeches,  e locut ion,  spe l l ing  contests ,  mus ic ,  s ing ing  
to  su i t  a l l  vo ices and a  grand chora l  contest  w i th  one tes t  
se lec t ion and one own cho ice.  What  a  programme,  I  can ' t  
imagine todays bandsmen even enter ta in ing such an idy l l i c  
suggest ion le t  a lone  put t i ng  i t  in to  ac t ion,  w i th  the  except ion o f  
course the Or ig ina l  s tor ies  sect ion which present  day bandsmen 
eas i ly  qua l i fy  fo r .   

As a  f ina l  comment  a  wh is t l ing  contest  was a lso dec ided 
on and contestants  were asked to  submi t  names.   

On Ju ly  the 17th  o f  the same year ,  under  the 
cha i rmansh ip  o f  H is  Worsh ip  the Mayor ,  Mr  J .  M.  CORADINE,  a 
c i t izens commit tee was formed.  Th is  commit tee was to  ass is t  
the band a t  a l l  t imes wi th  the ra is ing  o f  f in ances and re l ieve the  
band o f  th is  prob lem.  The Commit tee so formed had such  
names amongst  the i r  members  as  Mr  T .  WAGG, Rev.  BUTTLE,  
G.  GROOMBRIDGE, J .  C.  EWINGTON, R.  J .  YOUNG, Dr  COOK 
and severa l  bandsmen of  the day.   

Bob WARD a bandsman of  note  and to  w hom the wr i te r  
owes a  debt  o f  gra t i tude  for  the notes  he kept  o f  the ear ly  days ,  
presented the new bandroom wi th  a  set o f  cha irs  apparent ly  
made by h im.  These had the usua l  lega l  s t r ings a t tached to  
them but  the g i f t  was a good one and much apprec ia ted by  the 
boys.  The same gent leman a lso saw f i t  to donate  a set  o f  b l inds 
to  the new bandroom and so accord ing to  the w ins or  losses o f  
the band the b l inds cou ld  be p laced accord ing ly ,  up or  down. 
Unt i l  a  shor t  wh i le  ago the b l ind  c l ips  s t i l l  remained on the  
arch i t rave o f  the bandroom.  

Bandsman B.  ELDER moved a t  that  t ime that  hote l  
accommodat ion be booked for  New Plymouth  contest  a t  the 
Imper ia l  Hote l ,  the charge to  be 6 /6d or  65 cents per  man per 
day.  On todays s tandard the hote l  would  a lmost  ask  that  
amount  to  book the band on i ts  reg is ter .   

A l though by today 's  s tandards the events  and ac t ion o f  
the bandsmen of  that  era to  say the least  appeared qua in t .  ye t  
the i r  hear ts  were in  the  r ight  p lace.   

An inc ident  wor thy  o f  note  is  recorded for  our  benef i t .  
Apparent ly  a  fami ly ,  Woodward by  name,  were in  d i re  s t ra ights  
so the bakers  and butchers  o f  Master ton p layed a  fancy  
costume footba l l  match as  a  benef i t  fo r  them at  wh ich the band 
p layed.  The fo l lowing Sunday the bandsmen ar ranged a  benef i t  



concer t  in  the park  and were ab le  to  hand over  £3/12/6  or  $7.25 
to  th is  unfor tunate  fami ly .   

A  mot ion o f  11 January  1918 is  we l l  wor th  not ing i t  was  
dec ided that  each man put  up £1 or  $2 towards the New 
Plymouth contest  expenses then i f  the  band  won the pr ize  
money ha l f  the money  would  be re funded to  the men ta lk  about  
dang l ing the car ro t  before  the donkey 's  nose!  The  'band In  fac t  
won £20 or  $40 a t  the contest .  I  wonder  i f  the  re funds were  
du ly  pa id  to  the men concerned.   

To those o f  us  not  so  o lder  bandsmen i t  was around th is  
t ime that  the band saw f i t  to  persuade the So lway Showgrounds 
Commit tee to  erec t  a  band -ro tunda.  Th is  was du ly  done and as 
a  boy the wr i te r  remembers  c lear ly  p lay ing f rom th e ros t rum 
s i tuated a t  the nor th  end o f  the grandstand and th ink ing as  
boys do,  what  would  happen i f  the  s t ruc ture  bu i l t  o f  wood  
inc identa l ly ,  co l lapsed espec ia l ly  dur ing  the execut ion  o f  a  
band number .  Bandsmen would  a lso have v iv id  memor ies  o f  the 
e f fec t  a  brass band had on the an imals  in  the grand parade who 
hadn ' t  been indoct r inated  to  band mus ic  as  the watch ing pub l ic .   

Of  loca l  in teres t  the band  agreed to  charge £10 or  $20 for  
an engagement  a t  the Maor i  Pa a t  Papawai  out  o f  Greytown and 
fur ther  dec ided to  sp l i t  t he  fee amongst  the  band.  I  p resume 
th is  was not  pa id  on the day o f  the p la y  out  because such a  
course would  have been fa ta l  w i th  so many "conv iva l  
es tab l ishments "  to  pass on the re turn  t r ip  to  Maste r ton.   

The loya l ty  to  the crown was indeed wi thout  peer  and I  
have been ent rus ted wi th  a  copy o f  the  memor ia l  serv ice  he ld  
on the showgrounds on Fr iday the 20 May 1910 a t  2 .30 p .m.  the 
day appoin ted for  the funera l  o f  H is  la te  Majesty  K ing Edward 
VI I .   

The massed bands o f  Master ton Munic ipa l  and the 
Kur ipuru  or  Sou th  Band were to  march immedia tely  beh ind the  
Master ton R i f les  and p roceed to  the Showgrounds p lay ing the  
Dead March f rom Saul .  Upon ar r iva l  they formed up and le t  t he  
res t  o f  the process ion pass through the i r  ranks as  they 
cont inued to  p lay  the Dead March.   

Amongst  the Hymns o f  the day were "Rock o f  Ages" ,  
"Nearer  my God to  Thee"  and "Ab ide wi th  Me" .  The ceremony 
conc luded wi th  the p lay ing o f  the Funera l  March.  Qui te  a  
mov ing sor t  o f  serv ice  and I  would  imagine that  such a  serv ice  
would  be un l ike ly  ever  to  be repeated aga in .   

The new Conductor  permanent?  was Mr  MAYO ex bass 
p layer  o f  the  band and his  fee for  h is  serv ices was £6/13/4  or  
$7.35.  Th is  change  was to  br ing about  a  t remendous turnover  
o f  conductors  unt i l  the  t ime o f  R.  YOUNG who was to  remain  in  
th is  pos i t ion  for  some years .   

A  smoko he ld  in the Forres ters  Hal l  on Mond ay 18 March 
1922 marked the res ignat ion o f  Mr  G.  W. HUTCHINSON. He 
was presented wi th  a  s i lver  tea  and cof fee  se rv ice  by  H is  
Worsh ip  the Mayor ,  Mr  CORADINE.   



This  event  o f  course was not  to  mark  the end o f  band 
work  for  th is  remarkab le man and he was to  co nt inue on for  
many years .   

The wr i te r  who was  t ra ined under  th is  man s t i l l  r e ta ins  a  
v iv id  memory o f  th is  shor t  l i t t le  o ld  whi te  ha i red gent leman  
walk ing towards the  "bandshe d"  as  he a lways ca l led the  
Bandroom wi th  h is  cornet  case he ld  in  one hand swing ing  h is  
o ther  arm f ree ly .  He  used to  look a t  the boys as  they turned up 
for  the i r  f i rs t  t ime and then and there  dec ide what  ins t ruments  
they were best  su i ted for .  I ' ve  o f ten wondered i f  he dec ided on  
menta l i ty ,  and maybe that 's  the reason I  f in ished up a  bass  
p layer .   

The Annual  Meet ing in  the same month o f  March saw the 
Conductor 's  sa lary  ra ised to  £50 or  $100 per  annum, a  sum that  
was a lmost  imposs ib le  for  the band to pay a t  the t ime or  so i t  
seemed.  At  the  present  t ime the sa lary  o f  the conductor  is  not  
much greater  so  in f la t ion  can hard ly  be sa id  to have h i t  the 
conductors  wor ld  a t  least .   

A  name at  th is  meet ing that  appears ,  is  that  o f  Corpora l  
Ben RICKARDS, a  name that  was to  be synonymous wi th  the  
band h is tory  throughout  the next  s ix ty  odd years  as  h is  s on Ben 
was to  fo l low in  h is  fa ther 's  foots teps as  both  custod ian and 
bass p layer  l ike  h is  fa the r .   

The wr i te r  can reca l l  Ben RICKARDS Senior a  ta l l  
th inn ish man ra ther  f ruga l  w i th  words s i t t ing  in  the bass ranks 
when he,  the wr i te r ,  f i rs t  g raduated in to  th e b ig  band f rom the 
learners .   

Another  o ld  bandsman at  the t ime was one S.  BURNIP or  
Steve as he was known who spent  the la ter  years  o f  h is  l i fe  as  
a  gardener  in  the grounds o f  "Purne l l "  now the Wai rarapa 
Col lege Gi r ls  Hoste l .   

That  same year  saw the end o f  Mr  MAYOS re ign and the  
in t roduct ion o f  Bandmaster  ELDER as conductor.  I t  a lso  saw 
the re t i rement  o f  one o f  the o ld  bandsmen o f  the day Mr  
BRIDEN who was presented wi th  a  su i tab ly  inscr ibed s i lver  tea -
pot .   

A  notab le  event  fo r  the band that  year  o f  1912 w as the 
purchase o f  a  p iano for  £12 or  $24,  many and var ied have been 
the exper iences o f  the present  band p iano.  The wr i te r  can  
reca l l  on a t  least  one occas ion a  jug o f  beer  be ing  poured down 
amongst  the hammers to  g ive  i t  more tone.  On another 
occas ion i t  spent  Saturday n ight  out  on i ts  own in  the cent re  o f  
the Park  ova l  in  the ra in .  Another  t ime i t  was whisked away on 
the back o f  a  cer ta in  bandsman's  t ruck ,  used and then re turned  
by the now s l igh t ly  merr ie r  men,  one o f  whom was t ry ing to  p lay  
i t  as  i t  sped  through the  s t reets ,  f ina l ly  to  be  re turned wi thout  
the knowledge o f  the Conductor  o f  the t ime Stan PEARSON. I t  
is  l i t t le  wonder  that  p resent  so lo is ts  have cer ta in  d i f f icu l t ies  
tun ing themselves to  th is  bat t le  scar red veteran.    

 



On the more ser ious s ide  o f  th ings the year  under  rev iew 
a lso brought  about  the band 's  dec is ion to  w i thdraw f rom the 
Nor th  Is land Brass Band Assoc ia t ion.  Th is  was a  sad move and 
shows how wi th in  the space o f  n ine years  the band had s l ipped 
f rom be ing a  foremost  member  o f  the assoc ia t ion  to  the pos i t ion  
o f  res ignat ion.  I t  has  been sa id  on more  than one occas ion that  
contest ing is  the l i fe  b lood o f  any band and such i s  the case we 
f ind  here.   

The band had ceased to  contest  and there fore  in teres t  
and numbers  soon fe l l  o f f .   

The name o f  SAYER appears  around th is  t ime and th is  
name was to cont inue for  a  number o f  years  throughout  the 
h is tory .   

In  con junct ion w i th  Mrs  GRAHAM who was in her  90 's  a t  
the t ime,  the wr i te r  was ab le  to  ascer ta in  that  two young lad ies  
Miss  OXENHAM by name came t o  New Zealand fo l lowing a  
p lague in  France,  the one,  a f ter  an  unsuccessfu l  f i rs t  marr iage  
wed Mr  Ted BRAGGINS who set t led  in  the "Top House"  Hote l  
and Mrs  GRAHAM was one o f  the i r  ch i ld ren,  the o ther  s is ter  
marr ied a  Mr  SAYRE,  not ice  the spe l l ing ,  they move d to  
Master ton where through e i ther  bad spe l l ing  or  de l ibera te  in tent  
the name changed to  SAYER.  

The SAYERS cont r ibut ions to  band work  in  the town was 
a lso a  most  remarkab le  one.  1912 saw the commencement  o f  
Conductor  WOODLEYS reign w i th  the baton.   

The commit tee must  have grown cagey o f  Conductors  by  
now and dec ided to  pay the conductor  on a  month ly  bas is  o f  £3 
or  $6 per  month,  a  to ta l  o f  £36 or  $72 per  annum.  

At  the Annual  Meet ing in  March 1913 the newly e lec ted 
Treasurer ,  Mr  W.  NICOL who was to  become one o f  the  
educat iona l  admin is t ra tors  in  the town,  s t rong ly  recommended 
that  the band seek Bat ta l i on  s ta tus  aga in .   

Th is  year  saw the se l l i ng  o f  the  o ld  green  and go ld  
un i form to  the Mar t inborough Band for  the pr ince ly  sum of  £1 
each.   

October  saw the proposed ar rangements  for  
amalgamat ion o f  the South  Band under  way,  by  November  a  
jo in t  commit tee had been set  up and Mr  Wi l f red ANDREWS 
appoin ted secre tary .  He  ar ranged that  the  Borough Counc i l  and  
Trust  Lands Trust  appo int  a  commit tee and ass is t  w i th  the new  
band 's  format ion.  In  a  le t ter  to  the Trust  Lands T rust ,  Char les  
EDYVANE the secre tary  o f  the  new band s ta ted,  I  quote :  "The  
Band was formed at  a  meet ing on December  9 th  a t  the Counc i l  
Chambers  in  the presence o f  the Mayor  and severa l  counc i l lo rs .  
The names o f 26 p lay ing members  were handed in  and o f f icers  
were e lec ted.  The Band has taken over  the l iab i l i ty  o f  £74 on  
the South  Master ton Band ins t ruments  and wi th  the ass is tance 
o f  the Trust  and the Borough Counc i l  w ish to  re lease these 
ins t ruments  as  soon as  poss ib le .  An invento ry  o f  a l l  the  band  



proper ty  w i l l  be  made as soon as we can go through wi th  i t ,  and 
wi l l  be  forwarded to  you. "  unquote .   

The Trust  rep l ied  w i th  a  note  that  con ta ined a  "s t i ng in  i ts  
ta i l " .  I t  was prepared to  vote  £50 or  $100 towards the  debt  i f  
the  Borough Counc i l  put  up the remain ing £24 or  $48.  Fa i r  
enough you wi l l  agree.  The Borough Counc i l  a lso  dec ided to  set  
an annual  grant  towards the band and a f igure  o f  £100 or  $200 
was dec ided on.   

The minutes o f  the amalgamated band o f  12 Decem ber  
1913 repor ted that  a f ter  a  secre t  ba l lo t  a  Mr  A.  RUSSELL was 
e lec ted temporary  conductor .  I t  was a lso moved that  the band  
caro l  on New Year 's  Eve  f rom 8 p .m.  t i l l  9  p .m.  then 11 p .m.  
unt i l  m idn ight ,  a  prac t ise  that  was kept  up for  many years  and 
the wr i te r  can  reca l l  as  a  boy a  Reve l le r  pour ing ha l f  a  bot t le  o f  
beer  down h is  bass and the Conductor  say ing "s teady lad,  don ' t  
touch the va lves t ip  i t  towards you and suck back! ! "   

The band s tar ted the po l i cy  o f  two n ights  a  week p ract ice ,  
Mondays and Fr idays  f rom 8 p .m.  unt i l  10  p .m.   

In  February  1914 the Trust  Lands Trust  sent  an o f f ic ia l  
de legat ion to  check and repor t  on the proper ty  and progress o f  
the band.  They were sat is f ied ,  and so the band m oved in to  the 
sad year  o f  the 1s t  Wor ld  War  ob l iv ious o f  a l l  tha t  was to  take 
p lace.  Mr  W.  S.  McLEOD ex conductor  o f  the  band and now 
Bandmaster  o f  the Ipswich C i ty  V ice Regal  Band,  Queens land,  
wrote  for  the loan o f  the march 'R i mutaka ' .  Th is  the band  
agreed to ,  and I  might  add waved goodbye to  the mus ic  forever .   

A  smal l  but  amusing po int  that  I  must  ment ion Messrs  R.  
GRAY and SAYER moved and seconded that  the secre tary  ask  
members  to  re f ra in  f rom us ing bad language in  the bandroom 
29/5 /14!  Ju ly  the 15th  o f  that  year  saw the f i t t ing  out  in  
un i forms (mi l i ta ry)  o f  the  ent i re  band and a lso the  appoin tment  
o f  Mr  WILLIAMS as the i r  permanent  Conductor .   

An in teres t ing s i tuat ion  arose dur ing the year  under  
rev iew,  a t  the reques t  o f  the Borough Counc i l  an adv isory  
commit tee was set  up  and as a  resu l t  the  band was ca l led on  t o  
turn  out  a t  least  tw ice a  month in  the summer and once a  month 
in  the w in ter  and on spec ia l  occas ions,  a t  the d i rec t ion o f  the  
Mayor .  I t  was f rom th is  meet ing that  i t  was dec ided to  pay the 
conductor  a  f ixed sa lary .  The o f f ic ia l  recogni t ion  o f  the band a s  
the Band o f  the 17th  Ruahine Regiment  took  p lace on the 9 th  
November  o f  that  year .   

March 1915 saw the depar ture  o f  ye t  another  secre tary ,  
th is  one Mr  ANDREWS be ing he lped on h is  way wi th  a  g i f t  o f  a  
por tmanteau wi th  a  su i tab ly  engraved p la te .   

Dur ing the Annual  Meet ing the fo l lowing men were 
appoin ted to  wel l  deserved L i fe  Membersh ip .   



Messrs :   C.  GRAY  
 G.  HUTCHINSON  
 A.  RUSSELL  
 H.  DIXON  
 S.  BURNIP  
 A .  P.  F IELDING  
 W.  S.  JAGO  
 W.  ANDREWS  

Mr  Geo.  BLAIN who had a l ready had an assoc ia t ion w i th  
the town band was appoin ted Drum Major  that  year ,  a  duty  that  
was wel l  deserved fo l lowing h is  fa i th fu l  serv ice  wi th  the band.  
The band now possessed two un i forms,  one khak i  and the o ther  
scar le t ,  comple te  w i th  brown be l ts ,  put tees,  wh i te  be l ts  and 
pouches,  and peaked caps.   

On Fr iday the 16th  Apr i l  1915 the band le f t  by  t ra in  for  
camp which the camp was he ld  a t  Opak i ,  and I  be l ieve f rom one 
or  two o f  the surv iv ing members  i t  ra ined as the band entered 
the camp and never s topped unt i l  they le f t  a  week la ter .  One  
can a lmost  p ic ture  the  bandsmen set  fo r  a  great  week s losh ing  
through the mud to  ceremonia l  p layouts  and s i t t ing  i t  ou t  in  
damp canvass tents .  An in teres t ing s ide l ight  occurs  around th is  
t ime,  Messrs  E.  FRANKS and B.  RICKARDS were leav ing to  jo in  
the army a t  Trentham and i t  was  dec ided by  the commit tee to  
present  each man wi th  a  s i lver  c iga re t te  case su i tab ly  
inscr ibed.   

I t  i s  sad to  see that  the  next  impor tant  duty  the  band was 
ca l led on to  do was to march the depar t ing t roops to  the s ta t ion 
to  board the t ra in ,  l i t t le  d id  e i ther  bandsmen or t roopers  rea l ize  
that  some of  them would  never  meet  aga in .   

The f inances o f  the band suf fered dur ing these war  years ,  
as  wel l  the  membersh ip ,  and i t  re f lec ts  in  the fac t  that  on 
severa l  occas ions the  conductor  asks the  band for  par t  o f  h is  
sa lary ,  on ly  to  be to ld  tha t  the funds were not  su f f i c ient  to  meet  
even a  smal l  par t  o f  h is  dues.   

I t  was dec ided in  Ju ly  o f  the year  under  rev iew,  to  march 
the f i rs t  o f  the wounded so ld iers  f rom the 'Pub l ic  School '  O ld  
Cent ra l ,  to  the  C lub Hote l  -  la ter  the  Mid land and  now the s i te  
o f  the shopping complex.  The wr i te r  we l l  reca l ls  do ing the same 
job but  on a  more happier  note ,  meet ing the N.Z.R.  buses a t  
the conc lus ion o f  the 2nd Wor ld  War and march ing the boys 
home f rom host i l i t ies  down Queen St reet to  the Post  Of f ice  
p lay ing "See the Conquer ing Hero come"  the band a t  the t ime 
under  the baton o f  Mr  G.  W.  HUTCHINSON.  

The h igh l ight  o f  1916 was o f  course the presenta t ion to  
each ind iv idua l  bandsman of  a  s i lver  p la ted ins t rument  and so 
the  band was now a s i lve r  band.   

On the even ing o f  the 24 th  September  Messrs  LAMB and 
POINTON both  f rom the c i t izens commit tee per fo rmed th is  task  
and a lso on that  even ing  the records te l l  us  that  severa l  o f  the  
lads who turned up to  rece ive the i r  new ins t rum ents  were taken 



in to  the commit tee room and s t i r red up for  lack  o f  a t tendance.  
Not  a  bad idea as far  as  the commit tee was concerned!   

In  November  o f  that  year  Messrs  SIMONSON and 
ASTWOOD le f t  to  jo in  up and the band he ld  a  soc ia l  fo r  them,  
the fo l lowing is  a  l is t  o f  i tems:  5  ga l lons o f  a le ,  2  dozen 
cord ia ls  and a  ja r  o f  g inger  beer .  I t  must  have been qu i te  a 
send o f f !   

In  1917 a  rea l ly  amusing i tem appears  which I  know wi l l  
appeal  to  a l l  bandsmen.   

Quote :   
BBFla t  bass  15 dents   
E  F la t  bass  1   dent   
E  F la t  bass 1   dent   
BBFla t  bass  4   dents   
E  F la t  bass  3   dents  
Cornet    smal l  dents  

I  can on ly  assume that  the poor  p layers  concerned were 
du ly  hau led over  the coa ls  and severe ly  chast i sed for  such  
wanton dest ruc t ion.   

In  June o f  1917 i t  was dec ided that  an urgen t  ca l l  wou ld  
go out  fo r  learners  as  bandsmen were now leav ing for  the war  
and i t  was  a lso dec ided  to  p lay  a l l  t roopers  to  the s ta t ion.  30 
boys app l ied to  jo in  the band fo l lowing the appeal .   

Mr  F .  J .  HUNN was farewel led f rom the band in  November 
o f  1917 hav ing served the band as Drum Major  and bandsman 
for  a  great  number  o f  years .  He was presented wi th  a  
handsome Oak S i lver  mounted engraved tea  t ray .  The meet ing  
conc luded wi th  the s ing ing o f  "For  he 's  a  jo l ly  good fe l low" .   

1918 saw the es tab l ishment  o f  the  Cent ra l  Band and now 
s tar ted a  great  dea l  o f  fee l ing between bandsmen.  The wr i te r  
has been ab le  to  ascer ta in  that  these fee l ings ran rea l ly  deep 
but  a t  the same t ime there  was a lso the amusing s ide.  Imagine  
p layers  check ing to  see  which band had the best  a t tendance a t  
the i r  ha l ls  before  dec id ing to  go to  the best  a t tended pract ice ,  
but  such was the ac tua l  case.  The Cent ra l  Band had the 
audac i ty  to  ask for  the band 's  torches and the minutes te l ls  us  
that  on ly  one man voted for  the i r  loan,  poor  fe l low!   

A t  th is  po in t  i t  m ight  be wor th  ment ion ing that  the Cent ra l  
Band s tar ted in  1918 wi th  Mr  Don HAGARTY as i ts  secre tary ,  
he be ing an ex  member  o f  the town band,  and c losed on the 23  
October  1923.  The wr i te r  has probably  the on ly  photograph 
ever  taken o f  th is  band a t  a  p layout  and rece ived th is  f rom Mr 
R.  CLIMO the bass drummer now l iv ing in  re t i rement  in  
Tarada le ,  Hawke 's  Bay.   

The two bands t r ied  a  t r ia l  amalgamat ion under  the baton 
o f  Mr  C.  MILLS,  th is  a t  the request  o f  the Mayor ,  but  th is  was  
not  successfu l ,  and f ina l ly  a f ter  d isbanding,  the  " renegades" 
were welcomed back to  the fo ld .   



May 1918 saw the res ignat ion o f  Mr  WILLIAMS from the 
pos i t ion  o f  conductor .  E ight  app l icants  v ied  for  the pos i t ion  and  
Mr  DENNE rece ived the necessary  votes  and was du ly  
appo in ted.   

Dur ing 1919 the band dec ided to  ask Mr  ESTELL of 
Wools ton Brass Band to  be conductor ,  an o f fer  he grac ious ly  
dec l ined.  Mr  MITCHELL a cornet  p layer  was appoin ted  
meant ime and h is  sa lary  was set  a t  £25 or  $50 per  annum, and 
so the band went  forward in to  the roar ing 20 's  very  poor  both  
f inanc ia l ly ,  and mus ica l ly ,  but  fu l l  o f  hope.   

Mr  GREENFIELD took over  conductorsh ip  o f  the band and 
he ld  the job for  on ly a  shor t  wh i le  res ign ing in  Ju ly  o f  1921.  Mr 
WYKE was next  in  l ine  as  permanent  conductor  and he appea rs  
to  have been respons ib le  for  a  number  o f  Sunday p layouts .  
November  o f  that  year  saw the appoin tment  o f  Mr  R.  J .  YOUNG 
as secre tary ,  another  bandsman who was to  leave a  las t ing  
impress ion both  in  mus ica l  ab i l i ty  and length  o f  se rv ice  w i th  the  
band.   

In  February  1922 a  major  event  in  the l i fe  o f  the  band 
took p lace when i t  ente red and took par t  in  the Wel l ing ton  
Nor th  Is land Brass Band  Contest ,  and so an  era  o f  contest ing  
was once aga in  in  s ight? Someone once sa id  the l i fe  b lood o f  
any brass band was con test ing and how t rue  th i s  has proved  
i tse l f  th roughout  the  l i fe  o f  th is  band?  

In  1924 the band so ld  o f f  i ts  spare set  o f  un i forms to 
Mar t inborough for  the i r  band a t  a  pr ice  to  be negot ia ted and  
a lso i t  appo in ted Mr  J .  LEETE as Steward o f  the now very  
ac t ive  boys band.   

Mr  LEETE who was la ter  to  be made a  l i fe  member  for  h is  
serv ice  f i l led  the ro le  o f  both  cha i rman,  secre tary  and drum 
major  dur ing h is  s tay  w i th  the band.   

1925 saw the res ignat ion o f  Mr  WYKE and the 
rep lacement  was Mr  R.  J .  YOUNG th is  be ing in  on ly  a  
temporary  capac i ty .  The Borough Counc i l  took over  the 
se lec t ion o f  the next  conductor ,  Mr  NOBLE be ing the successfu l  
one se lec ted f rom e ight .  Rumour  has i t  tha t  Mr  K.  G.  L .  SMITH,  
conductor  o f  the  wor ld  famous New Zealand Nat iona l  Band was  
one o f  the names re jec ted,  but  I  sa id  th is  is  hearsay!   

The band secre tary  a t  th i s  t ime was Mr  F .  HARRINGTON, 
a  man whom had the band rea l ly  a t  hear t .  I  can wel l  reca l l  th is  
f ine  o ld  gent leman re turn ing to  p lay ing,  in  orde r  to  ho ld  the 
ranks  together  through the years  o f  the 2nd Wor ld  War .   

In  1926 Mr  HARRINGTON was appoin ted cha i rman but  
had to  re l inqu ish the  pos i t ion  in  May o f  that  year  due to  i l l  
hea l th .   

June the 27th  o f  that  year  saw the sa le  o f  the BB F la t  
bass to  the Grey town Band for  the pr ince ly  sum o f  £3 5 or  $70,  
today that  amount  would  bare ly  purchase the case  to  car ry  the  
bass in .   



Also that  year  saw the in t roduct ion o f  what  seemed to  me 
as a  lad,  a  qua in t  custom.  Each even ing a t  ha l f  t ime a  ro l l  ca l l  
was taken,  the names du ly  t icked,  or  not  in  the  reg i s ter .  The  
band has in  i ts  possess ion one such book.   

Pract ices were ex tended  in  September  o f  that  year  to  
Sundays,  Mondays and Thursdays,  obv ious ly  a  contes t  was in  
the w ind,  and th is  contest  was to  be he ld  in  Wel l ing ton on the  
21-26 February  1927.  Unfor tunate ly  the band was not  ab le  to  
a t tend,  but  were represented by Messrs  A.  Pearson,  H.  Sayer  
and F.  Osborne in  the so lo  and par ty  events .   

An in teres t ing s ide l ight  appeared a t  the year 's  Annual  
Meet ing,  i t  was dec ided to  pay the lead ing cornet  p layer  £25 or  
$50 per  annum, the se lec t ion to  be le f t  to  the conductor .  A t  the  
annual  soc ia l  o f  the band he ld  on Apr i l  9 th  that  year ,  fo l lowing  
a  reasonably  long l is t  o f  toasts ,  the crowd were enter ta ined by  
severa l  so lo is ts  inc lud ing  Master  S.  PEARSON who p layed the  
cornet .  Here was the f i rs t  record o f  a  man who was to  leave a  
las t ing mark  in  the band  in  the immedia te  pos t  2nd Wor ld  War  
years .   

Th is  par t icu lar  soc ia l  deve loped in to  a  s l igh t  s lang ing 
match between counc i l lo rs  and band and one counc i l lo r  Mr  W.  
KEMP (Late r  to  become Mayor  and a  good suppor ter  o f  the 
band)  made i t  qu i te  c lear  that  £200 or  $400 was a l l  the  band 
cou ld  expect  as  a  counc i l  g rant .   

The Feathers ton War  Memor ia l  Commit tee wrote  to  the 
band in  1927 and asked them to  p lay  a t  the ANZAC parade,  a  
task  that  the band car r ied out  r igh t  th rough unbroken unt i l  the  
new format  o f  morn ing observance took over .   

Many and var ied are  the  memor ies  o f  bandsmen bat t l ing  
the Feathers ton w ind to  lead the parade to  ANZAC ha l l ,  then to  
be t reated a f ter  the ceremony to  a  sumptuous a f ternoon tea,  
fo l lowed by a  v is i t  to  the loca l  F i re  Sta t ion to  "check the  
equ ipment"  e tc .   

A  smal l  c r is is  occurred that  year  when Mr  NOBLE tended 
h is  res ignat ion,  but  fo l l owing a  wel l  a t tended pub l ic  meet ing 
dec ided to  car ryon.  One  can a lmost  c ommend the commit tee for  
the i r  fo res ight  in  get t ing  r ight  across to  the pub l ic  the i r  own  
apathy re  band mat ters .   

1927 saw the dec is ion  to  l igh t  the  park  w i th  e lec t r ic  l igh t ,  
the modern age o f  great  advancement  had ar r ived,  and l i t t le  d id  
members  o f  the t ime rea l i ze  i t .   

There was around th is  t ime great  harmony between o ther  
bands in  the d is t r ic t  and on severa l  occas ions exchange v is i ts  
were ar ranged between Greytown,  Car ter ton,  Mar t inborough  
and Eketahuna,  bands.   

1928 saw the res ignat ion  o f  Mr  NOBLE as co nductor  and 
the appoin tment  in  a  permanent  capac i ty  o f  Mr  R.  J .  YOUNG. I t  
needs to  be ment ioned that  the town was now jus t  beg inn ing to  
exper ience the e f fec ts  o f  the great  depress ion o f  the " th i r t ies"  
and the band had great  d i f f icu l ty  in  keep ing bandsmen a s they 
sought  work  in  the d is t r i c t ,  fo r  example  o f  the 38 on the ro l l  in  



1926,  29 had res igned that  year .  17 o f  them to  seek work  in  
Wel l ing ton.   

The f i rs t  o f  Mr  YOUNG's Sunday n ight  concer ts  was he ld  
in  Ju ly  o f  that  year .  Mr  J .  HERD a cornet  p layer  o f  gre at  repute  
te l ls  many an amusing ta le  about  Mr  YOUNG and these Sunday 
even ing hand concer ts .   

In  the year  1929 the band began to  forge ahead both  
mus ica l ly ,  and in  popu lar i ty .  Mr  YOUNG was the mot iva t ing  
force that  the men needed,  as  he was a  wel l  respected  
bus iness man and a lso a  very  capable  organ iser .   

1929 saw the e lec t ion o f  Mr  G.  W.  HUTCHINSON as 
deputy  conductor  wh i ls t  Mr  R.  J .  YOUNG sor t  s ix weeks leave 
o f  absence.  I  suppose the band can take pr ide in  the fac t  that  
a l l  the  fa ther  and son re la t ionsh ip s  that  were now mani fes t ing 
themselves.  Mr  Lou PEARSON and h is  two sons ,  one o f  whom 
was to  become conductor ,  the COSGROVES and in  the la ter  
years  the RICKARDS, PARIS 'S,  CARMENS, HENDERSONS, 
FAIRBROTHERS, BILLINGTONS, KNOTTS,  CHRISTIANSENS, 
PEARSONS and DAVIES.  

Brass Bands had rea l ly  reached the i r  zen i th  in  the  d is t r ic t  
that  year  because  the Wai rarapa Brass Bands Assoc ia t ion was  
formed,  and the f i rs t  combined concer t  was scheduled for  
Mar t inborough.  The wr i te r  has in  h is  possess ion the minute  
book o f  th is  assoc ia t ion which funct ioned unt i l  1932 or  
thereabouts .   

Mr  LEETE who was now the band 's  Drum Major  repor ted 
that  year  (1930)  that  the park  had been l i t  w i th  e lec t r ic  l ig h t  fo r  
£588/2 /3  or  $1176.22.  £108 or  $216 which had been pa id ,  the  
remainder  was to  be  found wi th  a  ser ies  o f  Reve i l le  concer ts  
ex tend ing over  seven n ights .   

 

The Cent ra l  Band.  Mr .  R.  C l imo Bass Drummer sup p l ied 
th is  photograph.  



 

The 1927 Boys Band.  D.  Wyke conductor ,  T .  Leete  s teward.  

 

A t  the Annual  Meet ing o f  June 1930 i t  was repor ted t hat  
the band room had been pa in ted,  more comfor tab le  seat ing  
purchased.  ( I  hope more  comfor tab le  than a t  present ) ,  p ic ture  
ra i l  f i t ted  and L i fe  Members  Board hung.  I t  was fur ther  dec ided  
to  wr i te  to  the Park  Commit tee for  a  heater  fo r  the band.  (Th is  
was to  be a  coke f i red  heater  wh ich the  wr i te r  reca l ls  as  a  boy  
abso lu te ly  cook ing s i t t ing  next  to  i t ,  as  the basses sat  a t  the 
rear ,  wh i ls t  the cornets ,  t roms and conductor  f roze because o f  
the i r  d is tance f rom the heater . )   

In  th is  year  a  momentous dec is ion to ok p lace,  the two 
assoc ia t ions Nor th  and  South  dec ided to  amalgamate and so  
the New Zealand Brass Bands Assoc ia t ion was born.   

Now wi th  the coun t ry  in  the gr ips  o f  the depress ion the  
contest  that  the boys had looked forward for  so  long had to  be 
postponed unt i l  1932.  In  par t  the b lame cou ld  be la id  a t  the fac t  
o f  the 1931 Napier  ear thquake and some of  the  bands got  a  
l i t t le  heated about  the N.Z.B.B.A.  dec is ion but  o f  course th is  
was the i r  r igh t .   

1931 was a  great  year  for  the band,  i t  was now wel l  
se t t led  w i th  i ts  new conductor ,  i t  had a  learners  c lass  taken by  
the cha i rman and Bandmaster  Mr  G.  W.  HUTCHINSON.  

I t  had an e f fec t ive  lad ies  and c i t izens commit tee and i t  
s t i l l  had the Borough grant  o f  £200 or  $400,  a l though i t  was 
po in ted out  a t  th is  meet ing that  th is  might  have to  be cut  in  the 
l igh t  o f  cur rent  f inanc ia l  cond i t ions.  (How that  sounds so 
fami l ia r ) .  The commit tee  repor ted that  desp i te  the depress ion 
the f inances s tood a t  £763/17/5  or  $1,527.75.  A man whom the 
band was to  owe a grea t  dea l  th rough the  ensu ing years  was  
thanked that  n ight ,  Mr  A.  D.  LOW, the aud i tor .   

That  year  a lso  the  band was forced to  seek the  
ass is tance o f  the Borough Counc i l  in  order  to  f ind  work  for  
some of  the men.  In  August  that  year  Mr  George GUY passed 
away and the band lead the cor tage p lay ing  "Gar land o f  
F lowers" ,  they a lso p layed a t  the graves ide.   



The band a t tended the 1932 contest  in  Wel l ing ton and as 
th is  was the f i rs t  fo r  years  you wi l l  imagine the en thus iasm.  The 
loca l  press gave them a morn ing ed i tor ia l  (Wai rarapa Age 6  
May 1932)  the Mayor  and counc i l lo rs  pra ised them and a l l  
seemed set  fo r  a  great  fu ture .   

A  lad ies  commit tee was  formed,  and they were  to  be 
respons ib le  for  ra is ing money,  tak ing t ickets  a t  the doors  o f  the  
Sunday n ight  concer ts  and genera l ly  he lp ing the band.   

The b low fe l l  on  the n ight  o f  Ju ly  11,  the counc i l  cu t  the 
band grant  by  20 per cent ,  and so the conductors  and 
secre tary 's  sa lar ies  were  cut  by  th is  amount  a lso .  I t ' s  sad to  
repor t  that  in  the same year  severa l  o f  the out  o f  work  
bandsmen were a l located sums of money,  these f rom band 
funds,  thus showing  the great  comradesh ip  amongst  them,  and  
indeed the same wi l l ingness to  ass is t  each o ther  is  apparent  in  
the band today.  One can wel l  see how shock ing were the s ta te  
o f  the count ry 's  f inances.   

In  October  o f  that  year  the band dec ided to  enter fo r  the 
Napier  contest ,  th is  showed rea l  courage because as can be  
seen,  the secur i ty  o f  the very  bandsmen was in  doubt ,  ye t  they 
were prepared to  set  to  the task  o f  prepar ing  the band to  
contest  s tandard once ag a in .   

 

The Band Regis ter ,  1930.  



 

R.I .  Youngs Band around ear ly  1930s.  

Saturday November  19th  1932 was a  red le t ter  day in  the  
l i fe  o f  the band as on tha t  day the f i rs t  Wai rarapa Dis t r ic t  Brass  
Band contest  was he ld  in Master ton.  In  the Quickstep event  th e 
Car ter ton Munic ipa l  Band was f i rs t  in  the B Grade and 
Master ton 2nd.   

The judge for  th is  contest  was Mr  R. J .  ESTELL and he 
conducted the massed bands on the park  ova l  th rough to  quote  
the paper  "The wel l  known march 'Co lone l  Bogey ' . "   

In  the B grade tes t  se lec t ion the loca l  band was p laced 
3rd  beh ind Wel l ing ton Ar t i l le ry  and Roya l  Nava l  Vo lunteer  
Reserve Band.  The band chose for  i ts  tes t  " I I  Bravo" .  The tes t  
was he ld  in  the Opera House,  L inco ln  Road,  now the  
headquar ters  o f  the  New Zealand Road Serv ices loca l  branch.   

The band was unable  through c i rcumstances to  compete 
a t  the Dunedin  contest  but  the Conductor  o f  the  day,  Mr  R.  J .  
YOUNG, was granted leave o f  absence to  a t tend.   

The Chai rman of  the band a t  the t ime,  Mr  J .  V .  HERD, 
has to ld  the wr i te r  that  a l though the band was up to  contest  
s tandard a t  the t ime i t  was due to  lack o f  f inance and the fac t  
that  the grea t  depress ion was s t i l l  on  tha t  the  band d id  not  
contest  a t  Dunedin  in  1932.   

A t  the Annual  Meet ing  o f  the band he ld  in  1933,  Mr  
YOUNG applauded  the work  o f  Mr  TOZER and Mr  G.  W.  
HUTCHINSON wi th  the Jun ior  Band and presented a  so l id  go ld  
medal  fo r  the boys '  so lo  compet i t ion .  In  the same year  more o f  
the bands o ld  un i forms  were so ld ,  th is  t ime to  Morr insv i l le  
Brass Band for  the t r i f l ing  sum of  £52/ 5 /0  or  $104.50.   

November  o f  that  year  saw the band once aga in  enter ing  
for  a  contest ,  th is  one to  be he ld  a t  Wel l ing ton in  February  o f  
the fo l lowing year  1934.  An in teres t ing l i t t le  s ide l ight  is  the fac t  



tha t  the conductor  asked  the commit tee to  wr i te  to  three o f  the  
jun ior  members  to  exp la in  the i r  absence  f rom th e  band.  Two of  
these men were la ter  to  make great  contnbut ions to  the l i fe  and  
work  o f  the band.  One Mr  S.  PEARSON who was to  rev ive the  
band a f ter  the 2nd Wor ld  War  and to  set i t  on i ts  feet  and 
encourage i t  as  we know i t  today.  Mr  M.  PARIS the o ther  
bandsman was to  serve for  years  as  band cha i rman.  Later  
Pres ident .   

A  br ie f  v iew of  the ac t i v i t ies  o f  the band in  1934 wi l l  
serve to  show jus t  what  a  cont r ibut ion the band was now 
making.  They he ld  that  year  106 pract ices,  41 pub l ic  p layouts .  
The Jun ior  Band p layed out  on twe lve occas ions.  The band that  
year  competed in  Wel l ing ton winn ing the f i rs t  test  and ga in ing 
2nd p lace in  the aggregate .   

Mr  H.  GUTHRIE won the euphonium championsh ip ,  Mr  A.  
PEARSON 3rd in  the t rombone sect ion,  Mr  S.  PEARSON 4th  in  
the tenor  horn  sect ion,  and the band a lso entered a  quar te t .  A l l  
th is  was ach ieved a t  a  t ime when the economical ly ,  the band 
had i ts  backs to  the wal l .   

The c los ing remarks o f  the conductor  Mr  YOUNG bear  
repeat ing,  I  quote :  " I t  is  team work  and  loya l ty  to  each o ther  
that  speaks success.  We have the pub l ic  beh ind us  so I e t  us  
take the t ide  a t  the fu l l  and c l imb ever  upwards.  There IS p lenty  
o f  room at  the top" .  Brave words but  even today how t rue are  
h is  comments .  I t  was a t  th is  meet ing  that  Mr  R.  V.  WAKELIN 
la ter  to  be Mayor  o f  Car ter ton for  a  number  o f  years  was  
presented wi th  two books as  token o f  apprec ia t ion for  h is  work  
as  Drum Major .   

June 1934 saw the f ina l  t i t le  o f  the band dec ided.  The 
mot ion read   "That   the   reg is tered  name of  the Munic ipa l  Brass  

  

G. W. Hutch inson wi th  h i s  Jun ior  Band outs ide the  Band 
Rotunda 



Band Inc .  to  the Master ton Munic ipa l  Brass Band Inc . ,  be 
changed when funds permi t . "  Car r ied .  

January  o f  the  next  year commenced wi th  a fa rewel l  to  Mr  
J .  HERD who was leav ing for  Wanganui .  He was a  most  
va luab le  commit tee member  and a lso an outs tand ing cornet is t .   

1935 passed a lmost  w i thout  fu r ther  comment  except  th is  
l i t t le  gem:  "The conduct  o f  a  bandsman -  a t  a  recent  mi l i ta ry  
ba l l  was d iscussed.  Owing to  the o f fenders  youth  and ev ident  
s incere repentance,  i t  was dec ided that  a  rebuke would  be  
suf f ic ient  pun ishment . "   

The inc ident  concerned  was one where a  very  jun ior  
bandsman had been egged on to  dr ink  far  more than h is  
capac i ty  and in  due  course 'so ld '  out  in to  h is  un i form cap in  fu l l  
v iew of  the pub l ic  a t  the Master ton Town Hal l .   

I  have spoken to  the bandsman concerned and bo th  have 
laughed hear t i ly  about  the above inc ident  and i t s  outcome.  I t  
was dur ing th is  yea r  that  a  set  o f  ru les  gov ern ing  the runn ing  
and behav iour  o f  the band were la id  down.  An amended copy o f  
these ru les  s t i l l  hangs in  the bandroom and to the wr i te r 's  
knowledge have not  been re fer red to  except  l igh t ly  th roughout  
the las t  27 years ,  thus showing the ab i l i ty  o f  bandsme n to  co-
operate  w i th  each o ther .   

A  great  s torm in  the tea cup erupted dur ing September  o f  
1935 the then town c lerk Mr  DENBEE wrote  and requested the 
re turn  o f  the key to  the lad ies  lavatory  a t tached to  the band 
room as the Croquet  c lub  wanted use o f  the s ame exc lus ive ly .   

The wr i te r  wonders  what was the s i tuat ion pr ior  to  th is ,  
d id  the bandsmen and lad ies  o f  the croque t  share jo in t  use o f  
the same to i le t?  Wel l  th ings rea l ly  came to  a  head that  year ,  
and in  October  the whole  commit tee dec ided to  meet  the 
Borough Counc i l  and p lace before  them the pos i t ion  regard ing 
the band lavatory .  The  above mat ter  was f ina l ly  se t t led  to  
everybody 's  sa t is fac t ion  by  1936.   

A  note  in  the minutes o f  1936 s ta tes  the to ta l  p r i ce  o f  a  
set  o f  17 ins t ruments  (not  a  comple te  set )  wa s £606 or  $1212  
so i t  can be seen that  even as far  back in  the th i r t ies  pr ices  
had begun to  esca la te .   

Mr  Ron DAVIES took over  as  cha i rman at  th is  t ime and i t  
wou ld  be an in jus t ice  both  to  h is  memory and to  the band not  to  
ment ion h is  pr ide and joy  the G T rombone.  No ins t rument  was 
ever  cared for  as  that  one o f  Ron 's  was.  I  can wel l  reca l l  h im 
carefu l ly  p lac ing i t  be tween two cha i rs  then opening the case 
and lov ing ly  unwrap  i t  f rom i ts  cocoon  o f  mus l in  c lo th  and  
wobet ide anyone who ventured as  near  as two f eet  f rom the 
t rom.  Ron was rea l ly  t ra ined in  the o ld  school  as  far  as 
ins t rument  care  was concerned.  I t  cou ld  be too,  that  dur ing 
Ron 's  term the new set  of  ins t ruments  ar r ived and  as one reads 
the minutes one rea l izes  a l l  the  work  that  went  in to  the i r  
purchase.   

  



  

G. W. Hutch insons Band.  Late  1930s.  

In  the fo l lowing year  1937 a  f ine  o ld  bandsman was 
honoured a t  the  Annual  Meet ing.  He was Mr  F.  OSBORNE,  a 
t insmi th  who had  a  l i t t le  bus iness about  where Wagg and 
Harcombes main  workshop s tands today  on Dix on St reet .  Th is  
bandsman was a  drummer and a t  the annual  meet ing o f  that  
year  was e lec ted as  a  L i fe  Member .   

September  o f  1937 saw the res ignat ion due to  i l l  hea l th  o f  
Mr  R.  J .  YOUNG thus end ing an era  in  the h is tory  o f  the band 
that  can on ly  be descr ibed as marve l lous.   

A t  a  spec ia l  meet ing o f  the band the bandsmen presented 
Mr  R.  J .  YOUNG wi th  a  fo ld ing camera,  su i tab ly  i nscr ibed and  
e lec ted h im unanimous ly  a  L i fe  Member .  Fo l lowing Mr  YOUNG's 
re t i rement  an e laborate  set  o f  ru les  were set  up govern ing the  
pos i t ion  o f  fu ture  conduc tors .   

Mr  G.  W.  HUTCHINSON was e lec ted conductor  in  
November  o f  that  year  and served unt i l  we l l  in to  the ear ly  
1940 's .   

In  Ju ly  1938 i t  was dec ided to  take par t  in  a  B grade 
contest  to  be he ld  a t  Fe i ld ing.  The band competed a t  th is  one 
day event  and i t  appears  that  they d id  a  good job .   

An in teres t ing ra f f le  was run that  year .  The pr ize  1  dozen 
o f  a le ,  1  bot t le  o f  por t  w ine,  1  bot t le  o f  wh isky .  The cost  o f  
these t ickets  3d or  3  cents  today.  Such pr izes today are  i l lega l  
I 'm in formed!   

1939 opened qu ie t ly  w i th  the band ass is t i ng the 
In terhouse Assoc ia t ion w i th  the i r  march ing teams. What  happy 
memor ies  the wr i te r  has o f  team af ter  team of  br ight ly  bu t  
l igh t ly  c lad young g i r ls  march ing to  the mus ic  o f  the band.  On 
a t  least  one occas ion the band p layed " Invercarg i l l "  180 t imes  
non s top as  the teams took par t  in  the f ina l  serpent ine.   



Hi t le r 's  I ron boot  seemed far  removed f rom such happy 
scenes yet  by  September  the c louds  o f  war  had once more  
ro l led  over  the band  and bandsmen.  Again  a  new generat ion 
la id  down the i r  ins t rumen ts  o f  peace and took on those o f  war .   

September  the 7 th  that  year  recorded the death  of  Mr  R. 
J .  YOUNG.  

A sad note  here is  recorded.  "On November 2nd the 
Secretary  was ins t ruc ted to  send a  le t ter  o f  sympathy to  the 
band 's  t reasurer  Mr  W.  G.  LAMB whose son had  been k i l led  in  
the war" .   

A  pa i r  o f  band t rousers  that  year  were 35/ -  or  $3.50 s tock 
or  37/6d or  $3.75 i f  ta i lo red.   

The band now s tar ted the task  i t  had done once before ,  
that  o f  march ing t roops  to  the s ta t ion,  a t  leas t  th ree men 
remained who had done i t  before  -  Messrs  B.  RICKARDS, F . 
HARRINGTON and G.  W.  HUTCHINSON. One can ' t  he lp  but  
wonder  what  the i r -  thoughts  were as  they p layed these t roops 
away.   

1940 ushered the Centenn ia l  year  o f  New Zealand.  Mr  M. 
PARIS was the band 's  cha i rman and Mr  HUTCHINSON repor ted 
that  he was to  adver t ise  for  ' su i tab le '  boys to  jo in  the band,  
a lso  that  year  Dav id  SNELGROVE was admi t ted fu l l  
membersh ip .  What  an impact  he was to  make in  the shor t  s tay  
he was to  have wi th  the band.   

As  the bandsmen entered camp they were presented wi th  
su i tab ly  inscr ibed c igare t te  cases.   

1941 saw the Queen Carn iva ls  launched for  the War  
Ef for t  and that  year  the band p layed for  the Army,  Navy,  and 
A i r  Force Queen Ef for ts .   

The Roya l  New Zealand A i r  Force  Band under  F l ight  L t  
GLADSTONE-HILL v is i ted that  year  and he had a  f ront  rank o f  
s ide drummers comple te  w i th  whi te  gaunt le ts .  What  an impact  
that  had on the communi ty .  Later  the Trentham Mi l i ta ry  Band 
under  Capta in  PIKE was a lso to  v is i t  the  town and in  t he band  
was Mr  S.  PEARSON, la ter  to  be conductor .  In  that  year  a lone 
the fo l lowing men were welcomed:  Messrs  A.  FAIRBROTHER, 
R.  COTTLE,  C.  McARLEY,  H.  HOPLEY,  M .  BUTLER, G.  
STANTON and L .  GRONN.  Messrs  Hop ley  Fa i rbro ther  and  
Gronn to  be bass p laye rs  o f  no  mean ca l ib re  whi ls t  R.  COTTLE 
was to  jo in  the cornet ranks.  Atho l  FAIRBROTHER won the 
respect  and admira t ion  o f  the band  qu ick ly  and  I  suppose the  
h igh l ight  o f  prac t ice  n ight  was Atho l 's  ar r iva l  in the bass rank, 
that  usua l ly  ended wi th  a t  least  one bass,  s tand o r  cha i r  be ing 
knocked to  the f loor .  A tho l  was la ter  to  f i l l  the  ro le  o f  band 
secre tary  through the years  o f  the war .   

1942 saw the Sa lvat ion Army band be ing asked to  ass is t  
w i th  the b igger  parades such as ANZAC etc  and th is  led  to  a  
very  amiab le  ar rangement  be ing he ld  between both  bands.  The 
la te  Br igad ier  PERRY be ing the i r  bandmaster ,  who in  h is  own 
r ight  was an outs tand ing mus ic ian and on many occas ions he 
was to  he lp  the band out ,  not  on ly  a t  p layouts  but  a lso  w i th  the  



di f f icu l t  job  o f  tun ing the  band pr ior  to  a  contest .  Th is  year  was 
to  prove the most  hear tbreak ing for  the conductor  because one 
by one a l l  the  good  bandsmen were be ing ca l led  up for  serv ice ,  
the wr i te r  c lear ly  reca l ls  Mr  HUTCHINSON wi th  tears  down h is  
cheeks as  he rea l izes  that  mos t  o f  the cornet  rank had been  
ca l led for  serv ice  a t  once.   

The next  year  1943 saw a dramat ic  meet ing when the 
Conductor  was ca l led before  the commit tee to  dec ide to  p lace  
the band in to  recess for  the durat ion o f  host i l i t ies .  I t  was  
agreed a f ter  much deba te  to  ho ld  the  mat ter  over .  I t  was a  
brave dec is ion th is  proved to  be,  as  so many bands who took 
th is  same l ine  never  re formed aga in .   

The band was asked to p lay  a t  the So lway Camp that  year 
to  the t roops,  namely  the 3rd  D iv is ion Uni ted Sta tes  Mar ine 
Corp.  A  lo t  o f  these men were la ter  to  g ive  the ir  l i ves  in  the 
a t tack  on Tarawa in  the Pac i f ic  Is lands.   

The Annual  Meet ing o f  t he band in  1943 saw Mr Ben 
RICKARDS e lec ted to  L i fe  Membersh ip ,  a  pos i t ion  r ich ly  
deserved for  in  the l i fe t ime o f  th is  bandsman he had f i l led  many  
ro les  in  the admin is t ra t ion w i th in  the band and was a  great  
source o f  encouragement  to  new members .   

August  o f  that  year  saw the appoin tment  o f  Mr  NUTTALL 
( "Punch" )  as  he was a f fec t ionate ly  known,  as  Drum Major  o f  the  
band and wi th  h is  mi l i t a ry  background the boys were very  
qu ick ly  knocked back in to  shape aga in .   

Mr  L .  GIBBS now a lead ing gunner  in  the Roya l  New 
Zealand Navy sent  home that  year  f rom Aust ra l ia  two p ieces o f  
mus ic .  These were much apprec ia ted,  such was,  and s t i l l  IS  the 
bond between bandsmen and band.   

A  dec is ion by  the commit tee o f  that  year  to  send a 
Chr is tmas parce l  to  a l l  the  serv ing bandsmen in  the three  
forces re f lec ted not  on ly  a  pat r io t ic ,  but  a lso  a f fec t ionate  
fee l ing for  these  temporar i ly  absent  mus ic ians.  As pet ro l  was 
severe ly  ra t ioned and requ i red ra t ion cards the  band re luc tant ly  
dec ided to  p lay  a l l  the  caro l  programmes in  the park  throughout  
December .  An in teres t ing  l i t t le  i tem appears ;  the  secre tary  was 
asked to  order  for  the Annual  Meet ing 1  dozen beer ,  2  dozen 
save loys,  1  Ib  o f  cheese ,  2  Ib  o f  b iscu i ts ,  1  dozen cord ia ls  -  
hard ly  what  one would ca l l  a  r io tous feast  fo r  an Annual  
Meet ing and a  far  c ry  f rom our  own cakes and sponges as a t  
present ,  s t i l l  i t  was  su f f ic ient  and the boys no doubt  d id  
themselves proud a t  the end o f  the meet ing.  

Messrs  T .  GORDON and W. WHITE were e lec ted L i fe  
Members .  Mr  JORDON as Mayor  o f  the town was a  great  band 
suppor ter  and d id  more in  h is  own qu ie t  way to  implement  the  
band f i rmly  w i th in  the town than most  peop le  rea l ize .   

1944 saw the in t roduct ion o f  a  Jun ior  a t tendance t rophy 
and th is  cup is  s t i l l  in  use today.  The mot ive  beh ind the cup is  
obv ious,  no longer  was the draw of  the band suf f ic ient  but  now 
because o f  the  advent  o f  o ther  a t t rac t ions ,  rad io ,  mov ies ,  the  



ar t  o f  enter ta in ing onese l f  had been taken and  was now a  
commerc ia l  p ropos i t ion  fo r  the bus iness wor ld  to  exp lo i t .   

Overseas parce ls  o f  food were that  year  sent  to  
bandsmen in  the forces and a  spec ia l  parce l  was sent  to  Mr  Len 
SAYER then a  pr isoner  o f  war  in  Germany.  Len was la ter  to 
serve for  some t ime in  the post  war  band.   

Around th is  t ime the band entered on a  scheme wi th  the 
In terhouse Assoc ia t ion that  a l though they l i t t le  rea l ized i t ,  was 
to  resu l t  in  the boys very qu ick ly  bu i ld ing themselves back in to 
a  good mus ica l  combinat ion,  i t  was agreed to  p lay  out  two 
even ings a  week namely  Tuesday and Thursday in  order  that  
the march ing g i r ls  may get  ex t ra  prac t ice  and  so the band  
p layed for  anyth ing up to  15 minutes a t  a  spe l l  wh i le  the g i r l s  
went  through the i r  paces.  Th is  coup led  wi th  the i r  normal  week ly  
prac t ice  was to  pay long las t ing d iv idends.   

A  new tenor  horn  was purchased and that  year  i t  was  
dec ided to  ent rus t  i t  to  B.  RICKARDS Jun ior ,  p rovided a  bet ter  
bandsman d idn ' t  come forward,  and i f  he did ,  Bandsman 
RICKARDS was to  for fe i t  i t !  Today Bandsman RICKARDS is  the 
custod ian o f  the band and has the v i ta l  care and concern o f  a l l  
ins t ruments  and un i forms be long ing to  the  band  but  the then  
commit tee were not  to  know th is .   

A  s low melody contest  was he ld  that  year ,  the  judge 
be ing Mr  GUTHRIE.  Th is  was a  great  success and the band 
dec ided to  enqu i re  re  a  duet  contest .   

So the war  was over  and everyone was g lad no more 
would  the band be s t rugg l ing for  p layers ,  no more would  
f inance be a  prob lem,  how shor t  l i ved were the i r  hopes.   

Mr.  S.  Pearsons Band.  A Championsh ip  combinat ion.  The f i rs t  
fo r  many years .  

  



In  1946 the band he ld  a  successfu l  concer t ,  th is  was 
unusual  because a f ter  th is  one a l l  succeeding concer ts  were 
a lmost  d ismal  fa i lu res .   

In  September  o f  that  yea r  the band  dec ided to  a t tend the  
Pa lmers ton Nor th  contest .  Th is  was to  be the f i rs t  rea l  post  war  
contest  fo r  the band.   

On the 21 s t  October  that  year  the res ignat ion o f  
conductor  o f  the band was rece ived f rom Mr G.  W. 
HUTCHINSON, thus end ing a  connect ion w i th  the b and one o f  
40 years ,  such a  serv ice  must  rank as  one o f  the longest  in  the  
band,  and indeed in  the  band wor ld  in  New Zea land.  He had  
seen the band through two wor ld  wars ,  th rough good and bad 
t imes,  and be l ived  to  see a  great  many o f  h is  Pro t igee take up  
pos i t ions w i th in  the ranks .   

Mr  Stan PEARSON was e lec ted to  ac t  as  conductor ,  and 
now commenced a  pe r iod o f  conductorsh ip  that  had  a  
ded icat ion about  i t  tha t  on ly  those who had served under  h is  
baton cou ld  fu l ly  rea l ize .  H is  s tandards were h igh,  h is  s ights  
were set  equa l ly  h igh,  and the band progressed very  favourab ly  
under  h is  leadersh ip .   

Many o f  the present  p lay ing members  have memor ies  o f  
"Stan"  and a t  least  two o f  h is  "boys"  Messrs  R. McGAVIN and 
L .  MOONEY were to  go on to  make rea l  names for  themselve s  
in  the Nat iona l  band wor ld .   

The contest  in  Pa lmers ton Nor th  was the f i rs t  under  Mr 
PEARSON and i t  was to  be the forerunner  o f  many more 
successfu l  ones.  The band was b i l le ted a t  a  hote l  ca l led  the  
Cafe  de Par is ,  now pu l led down and a f ter  the contest  the  h igh 
j inks  o f  the  boys had  to  be seen to  be  be l ieved but  above i t  a l l  
a  combinat ion was emerg ing that  was to  go on  a lmost  unbroken  
through to  the  "sevent ies " .   

1947 saw the f ina l  se t t l i ng  o f  funds o f  the  long defunct  
Wai rarapa Brass Bands Assoc ia t ion when  the  f ina l  monies  were 
up l i f ted  and shared equal ly  w i th  the Upper  Hut t  Munic ipa l  band 
and our  own.   

An in teres t ing po in t  regard ing fami ly  in  the band ar ises 
aga in  dur ing the year  under  rev iew.  The PRICE fami ly  were in  
the band,  Messrs  Er ic ,  Ron,  Gordon and  Noel ,  these boys were 
la ter  to  be matched by the BAIN boys who were Messrs  Stuar t ,  
R ichard,  Ke i th ,  Frank and  Stephen.   

In  1948 the band were presented wi th  a  set  o f  T impany 
f rom the CANDY Esta te ,  these to  be in  the charge o f  the band  
but  ava i lab le  to  loca l  soc ie t ies .  Those "T imps"  are  s t i l l  in  use a t  
Amateur  Theat r ica l  Shows.   

The band rece ived that  year  a  new set  o f  un i forms,  these 
were purchased and the p layers  to ld  to  watch the but tons as  
they cost  3 /4d or  35 cents  each p lus  tax .  A lso the band went  to 
Auck land the fo l lowing year  and d id  remarkab ly  wel l .  The i r  new 
Drum Major  Mr  Les PETERS was to  make h is  mark  on the f ie ld  



af ter  successfu l ly  be ing  cha i rman of  the band commit tee for  
some t ime.   

A t  the Annual  Meet ing o f  the band in  1949 an "Arbans"  
tu tor  was  presented  to  Mr  D.  CARMAN as the most  improved  
p layer  for  that  year .  A t  that  t ime no one rea l ized that  in  the 
ranks o f  the  band were three o f  i ts  fu ture  conduc tors :  Messrs  
D.  SNELGROVE, L .  MOONEY and D.  CARMEN. Dav id  
SNELGROVE was to  become the youngest  conductor ,  20 years  
o f  age,  to  w in  a t  a Nat iona l  Contest .  Les MOONEY was to  go on 
and conduct  the Of f ic ia l  Army Band and Dav id  CARMEN to  lead 
the band to  more successes and indeed to  remain  to  th is  day  
i ts  Conductor .   

The band as a lways was  keen to  fos ter  t he w ider  work  o f  
contest ing and there fore  cont r ibuted vo ice in  the Nat iona l  f ie ld  
o f  the N.Z.B.B.A.  Messrs  R.  SHEPHERD and A.  FAIRBROTHER 
be ing acknowledged that  year  for  the i r  e f fo r ts  in  th is  d i rec t ion.   

In  the June minutes the commit tee ordered a  new set  o f  
ins t ruments .  A t r i te  l i t t le  comment  is  conta ined in the minutes.  
"The Secretary  was the on ly  person to  ar r ive  on  t ime.  Mr  R.  
PRICE was runnerup ar r iv ing 6  minutes la ter " .  So commit tee  
meet ings o f  the band as far  as  punctua l i ty  is  concerned has not  
changed.   

E l tham Brass Band purchased the o ld  set  o f  un i fo rms for  
the sum of  £54 or  $108 and good r iddance to  the o ld  "neck 
chaf fers" ,  mind you that  comment  is  persona l .   

Mr  PETERS s tar ted card  even ings and there  were very  
successfu l  and net ted a  good sum for  funds for  con test ing.   

The mat ter  o f  charges for  p layouts  reared i ts  hoary  head 
aga in  and Mr  PETERS repor ted enter ing in to  an agreement  w i th  
the p ipe bands over  th i s  mat ter ,  and as usua l  the ink  was  
hard ly  dry  before  the e f for ts  o f  the band in  th is  d i rec t i on were  
be ing undermined.   

A  d is t r ic t  contes t  was he ld  in  Master ton that  year ,  and the 
band ar ranged and a lso played in  th is  event  as wel l  as  go ing on 
and ra is ing funds for  i ts  own use.   

As can be seen new l i fe  had been g iven to  the boys and a  
new era  was be ing entered.  Next  year  1950 was to  see the 
band o f f  to  Chr is tchurch as  a  C grade band and to  make the 
mark  that  was to  be an outs tand ing one both  for  themselves 
and for  the town.   

Mr  MARCHBANKS who was la ter  to  become Mayor  o f  the 
town was a  great  suppor ter  o f  the band and d id  much to  fos ter  
i ts  work  amongst  the bus iness people .  A  " f igh t "  deve loped 
around th is  t ime over  payments  for  bands p lay ing a t  race  
meet ings.  The wr l te r  c lea r ly  reca l ls  great  heat  be ing generated  
between rac ing people  and the bands an d c lear ly  th is  has never  
been comple te ly  reso lved i f  one checks the  reco rds care fu l ly ,  
the band wanted t rave l l ing  expenses,  meal  t ickets  p lus  £15 or 
$30 a  day.  Not  much o f  a  sum when one cons iders  today 's  
mammoth turnovers  a t  the count ry 's  race meet ings .   



Fol lowing the re turn  o f  the boys f rom Chr is tchurch 
contest  keenness ran a t  a  fever  p i tch .  The band had the b i t  
between i ts  teeth  and was determined to  succeed.   

In  the years  1950 and 51 concer ts ,  fund ra is ing e f for ts ,  
so los  and duets  were he ld ,  to  ensure  the e f for t  o f  the band a t  
the contests .  Messrs  C.  N icho l ls  and Counc i l lo r  Boust r idge 
were the main  dr iv ing force in  th is  venture .   

Th is  was a l l  good but  the conductor ,  on whom most  o f  the 
respons ib i l i t y  fe l l ,  went  down under  the load  and fe l t  th rough  
reasons o f  i l l  hea l th  compel led to  res ign.  Th is  was a  b i t te r  b low 
as Stan PEARSON had a lmost  ach ieved h is  ambi t i on  to  see the  
band in to  the B g rade.  Mr  CROSLY took over  the band a t  th is  
s tage whi ls t  Mr  PEARSON re turned to  the p lay ing ranks.   

In  a l l  fa i rness the new conductor  d id  not  en joy  the best  o f  
suppor t  and consequent ly  on the 15 Junuary 1951 Mr  CROSL Y 
res igned.   

Mr  D.  SNELGROVE was appoin ted to  the  post .  Th is  was 
to  be a  happy dec is ion because Mr  Er ic  BALL,  ad jud icator  a t  
the Dunedin  contest ,  was to  remark  I  quote :  " I t  was th is  band  
(Master ton)  which gave the judge what  he desc r ibed as the 
greates t  surpr ise  he had ever  rece ived.  He  sa id  he  had l is tened  
to  an in terpre ta t ion which was an exact  rep l ica  o f  h imsel f  
conduct ing one o f  h is  own bands in  England" .  Th e band won 1st  
p lace in  the  B grade tes t  and came out  B grade champion.  
Dav id  SNELGROVE was 20 years  o ld  a t  the t ime.   

The band had ar r ived a t  a  p innac le ,  i t  was to be a  peak 
not  a t ta inab le  aga in  and the contest  t ru ly  c losed a  go lden era  
o f  modern h is tory  for  the brass bandsmen of  the town.   

 

Mr.  D.  Sne lgroves Band.  1951 B Grade Champions.  



A Queen Carn iva l  was he ld  and th is  was a  f inanc ia l  
success,  but  i t ' s  sad  to  re la te  that  the band los t  s ight  o f  i ts  
c i t izen commit tee and so a  va luab le  source o f  f inanc e was cut  
o f f .   

Mr  Ron PRICE took over  as  Secretary  in  1952  and must  
have set  a  new record  because the cha i rman at  the t ime was  
h is  bro ther  Mr  Gordon PRICE,  whi ls t  the Pres ident  was Mr 
HENDERSON.  

Mr  Char l ie  NICHOLLS served for  years  as band secre tary  
up to  th is  t ime and had been a  dr iv ing force  beh ind the band in  
a l l  i ts  fund ra is ing aspects .  Char l ie 's  sense o f  humour  saved 
many a  t ick l ish  s i tuat ion .   

A  ra ther  un ique t rombone p layer  jo ined the band around 
th is  t ime in  the  person o f  Mr  J im HAMILTON. He actu a l ly  went  
onto  the contest  s tage and p layed a  tes t  so lo  a f ter  on ly  look ing  
a t  i t  once before  because he d idn ' t  l i ke  the cho ice o f  mus ic .  Of  
course he was unp laced, but  went  on record as  say ing he was 
the 18th  best  t rombone p layer  in  the count ry  and none wo uld  
doubt  h im.   

1954 saw the band con test ing a t  Chr is tchu rch wi th  Stan 
PEARSON back on the ros t rum.  They d id  very  we l l  and in  fac t  
on the i r  re turn  were accorded a  Mayora l  morn ing  tea,  the  then  
Mayor  Mr  CODDINGTON speak ing h igh ly  o f  the e f for ts  o f  the 
band.   

Mr  Les MOONEY le f t  New Zealand that  year  as  our 
representa t ive  in  the Nat iona l  Band.   

The band was now beg inn ing to  branch out  in  a  f i e ld  that  
was new to  them,  but  ce r ta in ly  not  to  the i r  predecessors ,  that  
o f  rega in ing the conf idence o f  the town fo lk .   

Les MOONEY d id  much to  fos ter  th is ,  h is  e f for ts  as  
so lo is t  a t  concer ts ,  ga la  days,  fe tes ,  a l l  he lped to  l i f t  the  
sagg ing mora l  suppor t  o f  the people  towards the band.   

Another  secre tary  who d id  a  notab le  job for  the band was 
Mr  Jack GREY,  he served a  number  o f  years  in  th is  capac i ty  
and i t  was dur ing h is  term of  o f f ice  that  amongst  o ther  notab le  
th ings a  comple te  set  o f  band ru les  were formula ted and in  fac t  
are  s t i l l  in  use  today.   

A  concer t  was he ld  in  August  o f  the year  under  rev iew in  
con junct ion w i th  a  notab le  amateur  enter ta iner  Mr  Geo.  BUSH. 
Th is  net ted the sum of  £1/14/0  or  $3.40.  George was a  most  
amiab le  character  and p layed the ro le  o f  the Dame in  a  Mother  
Goose pantomime,  per formed in  the town ha l l .   

Commit tee meet ings must  have been qu i te  l igh t  a f fa i rs  as  
i t  i s  reco rded that  Mr  BOUSTRIDGES s tory  "Dead Horses and  
the Father - In-Law"  was wel l  rece ived.  I t ' s  a  p i ty  the wr i te r  who 
was a  member  o f  tha t  commit tee cou ld  not  reca l l  the  ta le  and  
share i t  w i th  the readers .   

  



 1955 was to  prove the most  dy namic  in  the post  war  l i fe  
o f  the band as i t  saw the band contest  a t  Auck land and the  
res ignat ion o f  Stan PEARSON f rom conductor .   

The e lec t ion o f  Mr  Les MOONEY in  h is  p lace and the 
appoin tment  o f  Mr  D.  CARMEN as h is  deputy .  Les MOONEY 
was la ter  to  go  on to  a  d is t ingu ished career  w i th  the New 
Zealand Army Band.   

1956 saw the appoin tment  o f  Mr  W.  L .  MARCHBANKS as 
Mayor  o f  Master ton,  thus set t ing  sea l  on a  long career  o f  loca l  
body serv ice .  Notab le  in  h is  appo in tment  was the fac t  that  he  
had served as counc i l  representa t ive  for  years  on the band 
commit tee and h is  va luab le  adv ice had been much apprec ia ted 
by  the members .   

The R.S.A.  in  that  yea r  s tar ted what  was to  become 
a lmost  the o f f ic ia l  recogn i t ion  o f  ANZAC day,  the dawn parade.   

Bandsmen wi l l  a l l  agree that  the crunch  o f  march ing feet  
on grave l  in  the da rk  hour  before  dawn,  the ascending notes  o f  
the Last  Post  and Reve i l le ,  seem to  ep i tomise the t rue 
remembrance o f  the day.   

The break- fas t  that  fo l l ows when rum and co f fee is  
d ispensed and the band p lays  su ch a i r  as  "Pack up your  
t roub les"  and "We' re  going to  hang out  our wash ing on the 
S iegf r ied l ine" .   

June o f  that  year  saw the res ignat ion o f  ye t  another  
conductor ,  Mr  L .  MOONEY. At tempts  were made by the 
commit tee to  obta in  a  man f rom Br i ta in  to  fu l f i l l  th e  post  as  
around that  t ime Mr  E lgar  CLAYTON la ter  to  be conductor  o f  
the 1970 Nat iona l  Band had come to  Napier  and l i f ted  that  band  
out  o f  the do ldrums.   

Mr  D.  CARMAN was e lec ted deputy  conductor  and agreed 
to  conduct  the band unt i l  the  pos i t ion  was f i l led .  He a lso took 
over  the task  o f  band secre tary  (ac t ing)  as  Mr  R.  PRICE was 
s tudy ing a t  the t ime.  He was appoin ted Conductor o f  the band 
in  March o f  the same year .   

1957 saw the format ion o f  another  Band 's c i t izen  
commit tee,  Messrs  N.  HENDERSON now band Pre s ident ,  and 
C.  NICOLLS were notab le  names on the commit tee.  Mr  A.  A.  
FAIRBROTHER was respons ib le  for  ar rang ing  t ickets  fo r  
honorary  membersh ip  o f  the  band,  these were no t  to  prove very  
lucra t ive  and by 1958 concern was be ing expressed as to  the i r  
va lue.   

The band commit tee dec ided in  October  o f  the  year  to  
seek the res ignat ion o f  Mr  CARMAN and th is  was du ly  done.  
L i t t le  d id  the band rea l ise  that  the fa i lu re  o f  i ts  conductors  was 
due ent i re ly  to  i ts  members  not  be ing w i l l ing  to  fu l f i l l  a l l  the i r  
ob l igat ions as  t rue bandsmen.   



The Bass Quar te t te .  Conductor  Mr .  L .  Mooney.  

On no less  than  three occas ions the e f for ts  o f  conductors  
to  get  the boys away to  contests  had been thwar ted,  is  i t  any  
wonder  these men fe l t  the  job jus t  wasn ' t  wor th  the e f for t .   

The wr i te r  was in  the unenv iab le  pos i t ion  o f  seek ing the 
res ignat ion o f  Mr  D.  CARMAN. I t  i s  to  Dav id 's  las t ing cred i t  that  
on the fo l lowing band pract ice  n ight  he was back in  the ranks  
as  a  p lay ing member ,  such an example has not  been forgot ten 
by  many o f  the o lder  p layers  who have served under  h is  baton.   

S tan PEARSON was again  asked to  take over  the band 
and he immedia te ly  set  about  ar rang ing for  the boys to  a t tend  
the Nat iona l  Contest  in  1960.   

Unfor tunate ly  once aga in  the band was unab le  to  a t tend  
but  f rom i t  emerged a  fac tor  that  was to  in f luence the band to 
contest  once aga in  in  the manner  i t  had been used to ,  th is  was  
the advent  o f  quar te t  and  so lo  compet i t ion .   

In  Chr is tchurch that  year  two groups contested,  one 
convent iona l  and one bass quar te t ,  the la t ter  wa s to  ga in  2nd 
p lace and s i lver  medals .   

The judge a t  the t ime Mr  SHUGG of  Aust ra l ia ,  admi t ted 
he would  have p laced the basses f i rs t  but  as  th is  was the on ly  
t ime he had heard a  bass quar te t  he was re luc tant  to  take such 
a  s tep and there fore  p laced a  conven t iona l  quar te t  ahead o f  
them.  The wr i te r  had a t  that  t ime no knowledge  o f  any o ther  
bass quar te t  hav ing been p laced in  w inn ing pos i t ions a t  
prev ious Nat iona l  Contes ts .   

Ross McGAVIN was mak ing a  s ign i f icant  mark  as  were 
a lso K.  PARIS,  E.  PARIS,  L .  MOO NEY and D.  CHRISTIANSEN. 
Les MOONEY actua l ly  conducted the bass quar te t  a t  that  
contest .   

  



Stan PEARSON due to  i l l  hea l th  was forced  once aga in  to  
res ign and so the band was faced wi th  a  pos i t ion  that  had  
become a l l  too  common.  Mr  Les Mooney was e lec ted Cond uctor  
in  August  o f  1960.  Mr  W.  GIBBS was made a  su i tab le  
presenta t ion a t  that  annual  meet ing in  recogni t ion  o f  long years  
o f  serv ice  to  the band.   

1961 saw the band  a t tend ing more and  more loca l  
funct ions and so rega in ing some of  i ts  los t  pres t ige.   

1962 saw the bass drummer Mr  John EVERITT in  a 
Nat iona l  Band.  Mr  W.  BURNS who was la ter  to  be Chai rman 
ar ranged that  the band p lay  a t  the  newly formed "Golden 
Shears" .  H is  move was to  prove a  rea l ly  br i l l ian t  one because 
as the "Shears"  have grown so have a lso t he popular i ty ,  and  
indeed I  must  say,  the f inances o f  the band.   

In  September  o f  that  year  Mr  L .  MOONEY was forced 
through h is  acceptance of  an Army post to  res ign and Mr  Dav id 
CARMAN was e lec ted in  h is  s tead.   

1963 saw the "Golden Games"  and a l l  i t  en ta i l ed  for  the  
band.  Mr  Len BERGMAN the P.R.O.  for  Master ton was a lso a  
keen bandsman and d id  much to  ass is t  the boys a l though h is  
t ime was l im i ted.  One amusing h igh l ight  arose f rom the games,  
the band was commit ted to  se l l  Go lden Games badges and  
through some er ror ,  doub le  the quant i ty  ar r ived f rom the  
manufacturers ,  consequent ly  severa l  homes inc lud ing the 
wr i te rs  had badges bur ied in  the i r  back yards.   

1964 saw the purchase o f  a  Tenor  Cor ,  th is  ins t rument  to  
be used both  in the band and in  the orchest ra  o f  t he Master ton 
Amateur  Theat r ica ls .   

In  September  o f  that  same year  the commit tee set  about  
ar rang ing for  the des ign and purchase o f  the band 's  present  
un i forms.  The Secretary  repor ted that  based on present  day 
pr ices (1964)  the cost  of  28 un i forms would  be £842/10/0  or  
$1,685.  What  a  cont ras t  aga ins t  a l l  p rev ious un i forms 
purchased.   

Ke lv in  PARIS that  year  was se lec ted for  the Nat iona l  
Band,  aga in  demonst ra t ing the fac t  that  the bandsmen of  New 
Zealand,  recognised the impor tance o f  where the s t rength  o f  
the movement  rea l ly  lay ,  that  is  w i th in  the ranks o f  a l l  the  
bands.   

1965 saw the Mystery  Enve lope compet i t ion .  Th is  was 
nat ion w ide and was an appeal  fo r  funds for  the Nat iona l  Band.  
Our  boys ar ranged for  a concrete  mixer  to  mix  up the enve lopes 
(w i thout  conc rete)  and so ensur ing that  a l l  was fa i r  and above  
board.  12,000 t ickets  were so ld  and a l l  o f  these wi th in  one day.  
The mind boggles  as  one looks back a t  a l l  the  e f for t ,  but  as  
events  proved i t  was wel l  wor th  whi le .   

A t  the c lose o f  1965 the band sent  and o bta ined 
re legat ion to  "D"  grade th is  was fe l t  necessary  as the boys  had 
not  competed for  some years  and fur ther ,  the ranks were be ing  
f i l led  w i th  learne rs .   



1966 saw the band con test ing once aga in ,  the contest  
was a  d is t r ic t  one he ld  a t  Lev in  and the resu l ts  were most  
encourag ing.   

2nd in  the Test se lec t ion;  1s t  in  the hymn tes t ;  5 th  in  the 
march;  8 th  In  the s t reet  march.   

The judge 's  comments  on the hymn Tynmouth were 
amongst  o thers  "good tone and ba lance,  we l l  cont ro l led  
dynamics ,  love ly  basses. "   

In  1967 the band record  was most  impress ive.  They in  
February  entered the Nat iona l  Contest ,  in  March the band  
entered the Wel l ing ton Dis t r ic t  contes t  and ga ined  3rd  p lace in  
the hymn and 4 th  in  the se lec t ion,  and th is  was aga ins t  a l l  
comers .  In  May they  a t tended the Nat iona l  Contest ,  a t  
Wel l ing ton ga in ing 1s t  equa l  in  the hymn,  3rd p lace in  both  the 
1s t  and 2nd tes t ,  and 2nd in  the qu icks tep.  Mr  A lan CLARK was 
the Drum Major  and h is  ef for ts  w i th  the band rea l l y  brought  the 
pub l ic  to  the i r  feet .   

A t  the Nat iona l  Contest  a t  Chr is tchurch in  1968 the band 
was p laced 1st  in  the hymn,  2nd in  the 1 s t  tes t  se lec t ion and 
1st  In  the aggregate .  I  have before  me the judge 's  comments 
what  a  far  c ry  they  are  f rom the remarks o f  the  la te  Mr  Ord  
HUME, s t i l l  t imes have changed.   

1969 saw the band  compet ing a t  Rotorua  there  they won 
the spec ia l  sect ion for  C & D grade bands.  I  quote  f rom a 
newspaper  repor t  o f  the Quicks tep:  "Heroes o f  the day 
yesterday were members o f  the Master ton Munic ipa l  Band,  a  
lowly  D grade un i t .  The bandsmen w ere the f i rs t  band on the  
park  yesterday morn ing,  but  the i r  per formance le f t  the few 
present  specta tors  and  Judges agog.  The  d isp lay  was so  
impress ive the championsh ip 's  ch ie f  superv isor  Mr  M.  BLACKIE 
reca l led the band for  a  spec ia l  per formance a f te r  the A  grade 
bands had been put  th rough the i r  paces"  unquote .  The band 
won the D grade Championsh ip .   

Mr.  D.  Carmans successfu l  D.  Grade Champion Band.  



  

  

So keen were the boys to  a t tend the contest  in  Dunedin  
that  a  levy  was  set  on each man and 1970 saw th em compet ing  
in  the C grade.   

1971 saw the band a t  a  Wel l ing ton Dis t r ic t  Contest .   

I t  i s  o f  in teres t  to  note  that  the loca l  band s taged the 
Wel l ing ton Dis t r ic t  Contest  in  Master ton  dur ing 1969 so i t  can  
be seen the band is  happ ies t  when busy.   

1972 saw the  band back a t  Chr is tchurch determined to  do 
the i r  best .  Th is  contest  was a  l i t t le  d isappoin t ing as  ra in  
washed out  the Quicks tep for  the lower  grade,  but  a l l  in  a l l  the  
band upheld  the i r  s tandard o f  contest ing ab i l i ty .   

The band h is tory  for  the f i rs t  100 y ears  is  comple te ,  or  is  
i t ,  fo r  i t  doesn ' t  te l l  the  thr i l l  o f  success,  the tens ion o f  wa i t ing  
on s tage for  the judges be l l  to  r ing ,  the  inab i l i ty  o f  the judge to  
apprec ia te  the fac t  that  your  band is the best,  the fun o f  
shar ing exper iences wi th  o ther  band smen,  the r io tous laughter  
o f  bandsmen on buses,  the agony o f  the morn ing a f ter !   

A l l  th is  is  the l i fe  o f  bandsmen.  Master ton Munic ipa l  has 
had i ts  great  moments  o f  success,  i ts  t roughs o f  
d isappoin tments ,  but  bandsmen wi l l  a l l  agree tha t  no band was 
ever  as  good as the one  that  they were in  whi ls t  members  o f  
our  s i lver  band.   

G.  GROOMBRIDGE,  

Master ton,  1972.   

 


